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Predslov 

„ Zdravie je predpokladom všetkého. “ 

Medzinárodná vedecká konferencia s názvom Odšpitála knemocnici. Zdravotníctvo, 
sociálna starostlivosť a osveta v dejinách Slovenska, ktorá sa v dňoch 10. — 11. októbra 
2012 konala v priestoroch konferenčnej sály Slovenského národného archívu, si tento- 
krát vzala za cieľ zhodnotiť postavenie zdravotníctva, sociálnej starostlivosti a osvety 
v priereze dejín. Hlavným usporiadateľom bol už tradične Slovenský národný archív 
v spolupráci so Sekciou archívnictva a pomocných vied historických Slovenskej histo- 
rickej spoločnosti pri SAV. V úvode podujatia mal Radoslav Ragač, riaditeľ Sloven- 
ského národného archívu, milú povinnosť „uviesť do života“ zborník príspevkov Pôdo- 
hospodárstvo v dejinách Slovenska. Tradície, inovácie a kultúrne dedičstvo, výsledok 
publikačnej činnosti našej inštitúcie. 

  
Pohľad do rokovacích priestorov konferenčnej sály SNA počas prednášky. 

Na konferencii vystúpili zástupcovia viacerých vedných odborov, nielen archivári 
a historici, ale i etnografi, múzejníci, štatistici a odborníci z medicínskej praxe. Toto 
široké spektrum aktívnych účastníkov konferencie umožnilo konfrontovať poznatky 
z rozličných vedných disciplín bez časového obmedzenia. Konferencia takýmto spô- 
sobom poskytla priestor na vytvorenie ucelenejšieho obrazu jednotlivých etáp vývoja 
zdravotníctva na Slovensku od najstarších čias až po súčasnosť. 

 



  

Organizátori konferencie opätovne pripravili pre účastníkov rokovania aj sprievod- 
ný program, tentokrát v podobe exkurzie do priestorov novozrekonštruovaného Brati- 
slavského hradu. 

            

  

  
Exkurzia účastníkov konferencie na Bratislavskom hrade 10. októbra 2012. 

Predkladaná publikácia obsahuje rozšírené verzie príspevkov prednesených na kon- 
ferencii. V úvode sú zaradené štúdie zahraničných hostí z Maďarska, zaoberajúce sa 
symbolickými a reálnymi trepanáciami lebky v Karpatskej kotline, ako aj ochoreniami 
uhorských kráľov z dynastie Anjouovcov. Väčší počet autorov sa venuje problematike 
špitálov v rôznych oblastiach Slovenska od Záhoria až po Košice. Dve z publikovaných 
štúdií umožnia čitateľom porovnať stav lekárnictva na Orave a v maďarskom Kôszegu. 
Časť prác sa zameriava aj na stále aktuálnu tematiku budovania nemocníc a iných 
zdravotníckych zariadení, napríklad klimatickej liečebne v Tatranskej Polianke, alebo 
Posádkovej nemocnice v Bratislave. 

Nevyhnutným predpokladom pre výkon akejkoľvek zdravotnej starostlivosti 
okrem fungujúcich inštitúcií boli vždy aj vzdelaní a fundovaní odborníci. Preto sme do 
publikácie zaradili aj viaceré príspevky o pôrodných asistentkách a lekároch. Osvetu 
v oblasti zdravotníctva v minulosti na Slovensku okrem mnohých iných šírila i Masary- 
kova liga proti tuberkulóze, ako aj Záchrana — spolok pre ochranu žien a dievčat, ktorým 
je v predkladanej práci tiež poskytnutý patričný priestor. 

Nielen pracovníci Vojenského historického ústavu prezentujú vo svojich štúdiách 
výsledky výskumu danej témy z prostredia armády, zajateckých táborov a pracovných 
útvarov. Neoddeliteľnou súčasťou zdravotnej starostlivosti by mala byť aj sociálna sta- 
rostlivosť, prevencia a osveta. Túto otázku z rôznych perspektív približujú štúdie v druhej 

 



    

časti práce. V závere môže čitateľ získať zaujímavé informácie o úmrtnosti a zdravotnom 
stave obyvateľstva Slovenska zachytené v prehľadných štatistických výstupoch. 

Súčasťou predkladanej publikácie sú aj Osobný a Zemepisný register, ktoré majú 
za úlohu čitateľovi uľahčiť orientáciu v jednotlivých textoch a resumé v nemeckom 
jazyku. 

Našim zámerom nikdy nebola snaha pokryť túto širokospektrálnu tému v plnom 
rozsahu, avšak chceme poukázať na vybrané aspekty skúmanej problematiky. Dúfame, 
že tento cieľ sa nám vydaním predloženej publikácie podarilo aspoň čiastočne naplniť. 
Veríme, že aj naďalej bude možné rozvíjať spoluprácu s odborníkmi z rôznych oblastí 
a rozličných pracovísk a počet podobných publikácií Slovenského národného archívu 
v budúcnosti porastie. 

Editorky





    

The symbolic and rea]l cranial trepanations 

in the 10-12% century Carpathian Basin 

Szabôó Dénes 

The trepanation, both as a surgical method and as a cultural marker, has a wide 

range of occurances, both on a historical, and on a geographical scale. Real and symbolic 
trepanations in the Carpathian basin at the turn of the first millenia closely itself have 
been the subject of long-time research, and the topic of many theoretical debates since 
the discoveríng of the first such cases in the middle of the 19% century. As the author 
is not an anthropologist, this short work mainly aims to give a brief overlook on the 
subject, considering both the approaching guestions of technic and interpretation. 

The expressions trepanation and trephination are commonly used as synonims of 
each other, although they originallly have partially different meanings: whilst trephination 
serves for getting pieces of bone from the human skull, trepanation originally means 
drilling a hole into the skull with a “trepa“.! Although neither of these is accurate 
considering 10—12% century all of such cranial surgeries of the Carpathian Basin (see the 
rondelle-problem later). 

I will use the term “trepanation" troughout both this presentation and text. During 
the investigated period also numerous (more than 30) cases of post mortem mutilation of 
the foramen occipitale magnum are known,“ for which the term would be unspecific, but 
these are not part of the topic of this paper, as althoug the possibility of looking upon at 
least a part of them as remains of (post mortem) investigations to find out the causes of 
kinetic dysfunctions,“ they can rather be considered as being part of the treatment of the 
dead body, than surgeries.“ 

Various forms of trepanation are known from different ages and cultural conditions 
around the world among them in high numbers from precolonial Peru: these are not 
made by ploughing or drilling, but sometimes form rectangular holes made with saws?“. 
Lesser cases are known from Mesoamerica, among the Mayas and from Monte Albán.“ 
The custom was practised among others in Montenegro, Tahiti, Kenya, New Zealand," 
or the Bismarck islands, where even in the 20% century it was practised. In some local 

parts of 19% century Balkan being trepanated was a way for murderers to avoid the 
conseguences of vendetta law.“ In Serbia the custom became forbidden in 1856." The 
first recognized prehistorical finds with trepanation on them were found in France in the 
19% century France. As their numbers grew, from the Neolithic and Bronze or Iron age, 
their interpretation as an early form of cranial surgery was still guestioned, as in many 
cases trepanation was made post mortem,"“ and its main aim was to get round pieces 
of bone from the skulls, so called rondelles, wich might be serve as amulets, as in case 
  

! Waldron 161. 
Ž Grynaeus 95. 
$ Kiszely 292. 
?+ Grynaeus 95—96. 
5 Bartucz 84, Józsa 1996. 
Š Tiesler Blos 3—. 
7 López — Caro — Pardiňas 247—248. 
Š Regôly-Mérei 121. 
? Bartucz 82. 

10 €. g. Maklecova — Ginszburg — Rochlin 27.



  

  

of the Gutramsdorť find.!! In Iron Age Scotland pieces of postmortally moved bones of 
the skull were deponated not just in graves, but also separatedly from the dead body in 
entrances of buildings.!? 

In Medieval Europe several cases of real trepanations are known, such as the ones 
known from Bawaria,!? and in Estonia, from the 14—16% century cemetery of Dobele.!? 
Two trepanated skulls have been published from the cemetery ofthe San Miguel hermitage 
in Spain!? Real and symbolic!“ trepanation cases in Vholga Bulgaria, especially in the 
cemetery of Bolsie Tarhani, are paralels of high importance for the similar custom in 
the Carpathian Basin."" Same types of symbolíc trepanations are known from Danuvian 
Bulgar cemeteries.!$ : 

From the beginning of the 10" century the custom becomes far more common in the 
Carpathian basin, than any time before. By the two recent summarizing works of Tamás 
Grynaeus and Péter Tomka from the 10—12“ century at least 48 real cranial trepanations 
are known, which can be dated to this era with certainity,"? and at least 160 certain cases 

of symbolic treapanations are known from the same period.“? The first case from the 
Hungarian conguest period wich get known for the 9% century archeological research 
and became dated to that era was that of the grave at Benepuszta."! The remains of 
the buried warrior and his horse were found in 1843. by shepherds, and the coins of 
Italian king (later emperor) Berengar made able for Miklós Jankovich to date the grave. 
However he considered the “plum-seed forming“ symbolic trepanation on the skull?? 
being the result of a martial wound. The first case, where trepanation was recognized, 
was the grave at Vereb. The grave was found when the wind blew off a sandhill abowe it. 
This is still one of the most important such finds, especially because of the round silver 
plate found in the grave, with pairs of holes on its edge. This item has been lost probably 
in 1936. Its" greatest widths were 135 mms and 133 mm (according to Bartucz, who still 

had the chance to investigate it) being far larger than the trepanation itself (84,62 mm 
at the sagittalis direction and 81,69 mm at the transversalis direction).“? Several views 
were stated concerning the fitting of the plate, whilst it is clear, that the holes on its edge 
(sometimes in pairs, sometimes alone) served for this purpose, the ideas differ from the 
serving ofit to the skin of the head, to even being fitted into a hat. The most possible way 
seems to be the idea of Bartucz (and partly Varga) that through the holes wide stramps 
were fitted to the plate, firming it probably on the chin and the forehead: this special 
cap must have been worn by him throughout the rest of his life, wich could take even 
years after the surgery, as on the edges of the bone marks of regrowth are visible. The 

  

U Regôly-Mérei 123. 
12 Shapland-Armit 103—104. 
B Weber-Czarnetzki 10—14. 
4 Grynaeus 58. 
1Ž López — Caro — Pardiňas 250—255. 
16 Éry 1987. 115—120. 
!? Fóthi — Marcsik — Efimova 45—52. 
18 Jordanov — Dimitrova — Nikolov 15—18. 
!9 Tomka 72—80. 
20 Grynaeus 75—93. see also the important investigations made by László Józsa and Erzsébet Fóthi, 

Józsa-Fóthi 15—18. 
21 Révész 338—340, Langó 62—69. 
? Kustár-Skultéty 180. 
3 Bartucz 375—376. 
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trepanation was a neccesity because of a serious blow, probably gained in battle, by some 
kind of obtuse weapon.““ 

Up to this time only one tool is known from the Hungarian conguest period, wich 
might to be used for trephining purposes: a special knife from the Tiszaeszlár-Bashalom 
cemetery d. grave. In the grave a wealthy woman was buried, together with her horse.“ 
The blade is unusually simmetrical, with a pointed end, and oval sides."$ The item is 
10,6 centimetres long. Its half was fitted and decorated with a silver ring. The corrodated 
tool was reconstucted in drawing by Tibor Anda, together with its possibly skin-covered 

sheath. ?? 
Anda?? and after him some others stated that a trepaning drill of the Avar period 

(sometimes even dated to the Hungarian conguest period)“? is known from the cemetery at 
Band (Mezôbánd). Anda reconstructed the iron drill with help of early new age paralels. 
However the archeological circumstances of the find make the datation of the drill to ťhe 
conguest period very difficult. It is part of collection of blacksmith tools, buried together 
with theír owner in the grave number 10. of the cemetery. The grave is a robbed one, 
only the blacksmith tools were left in it, so the datation the grave only on typological 
basis is not easy, but the other graves contained material, wich clearly dates back to the 

VI. century: it is probably a Gepidian grave, not an Avar one. Two kind of hammers 
and an anvil, bigger and smaller pliers, a coldcutter, a nailhead-maker and other smaller 

iron tools belong to it and by no way can it be dated to the 10" century. Nemeskéry and 
hís collegues also guestioned if the Band drill could be sufficient as a trepaning drill.?“ 
Although practically nothing indicates to accept Anda“s oppinion, it is still appears in 
some works.?! 

Even the very existence of the use of the drilling technigue in trepanations of ťhe 
era is sometimes denied, hovewer at least in the case of the skull from the Gerendás 

grave the use ofa drilling trepan for the creation of holes which has been opened together 
later is a reasonable possibility.?? 

On recent skulls, Regôly-Mérei could make similar trepanations with the use of 
flint blades?? — although it has cultural antropological paralels, and although freshly- 
knapped flint is steril,?“ without direct evidence, and lack of detailed publication of his 
experiments it can be considered only as a possibility. For the carving type trepanations 
even shells could have been used, for slowly pulverizing the bone, and therefore making 
the possibility of hurting the dura less plausible, such as in Polynesia."“ For the same 
type of scraping procedure even the use of a granulated or glassy multifaceted stone is 
enough.?$ These are the so called push-plough operations.“" 

  

%4 Bartucz 367—377. 
2 Dienes 1956. plate LXIX., Dienes 1957. 27. 
26 Fodor 186—187. 
?? Anda LXII. plate 3—. 
% Anda 
29 Józsa 1996. 56. 
30 See additional criticism in Grynaeus 64. 
31 Józsa 1996. 56. 
32 Juhász — Torda-Molnár 171—174. 
3 Regôly-Mérei 127. 
34 López — Caro — Pardiňas 249. 
35 Bakay 17. 
36 López — Caro — Pardiňas 248. 
37 Bartucz 120. 
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During symbolic trepanation,“? the cranium is not opened, and the dura remains 
hidden under it. They sometimes appear in greater numbers, even four or five ones can be 
on the same skull.?? These symbolic wounds are most usually created by a push-plough 
method, although Bartucz left open the possibility for using burning or some kind of 
acid.“ 

As the brain does not have any pain receptors the trepanation should not have 
been particularly painful after the removal of the haired skin. During the operations, the 
patient was probably sitting, or laying with its head in an upper position (which is visible 
on the artistic reconstruction of a trepaning operation by the archeologist and painter 
Gyula László)“! as otherwise too much blood would remain in the blood-vessels of the 
head, making trepaning far too dangerous. An operation through the sutura sagittalis 
was especially dangerous, as even the smallest hurting of the important venous sinus 
running under it could have led to intensive bleeding, and to the death of the patient. 

Trepaning through the sutures of the skull was feared since Hippocrates warned every 
surgeon not to use a trepan on the sutures themselves, but on the adjoining bone.““ The 
medieval European Christian surgery, following him and Celsus, thought that such an 
attempt would mean sure death for the operated person. The first author, who suggested 
otherwise, was Berengario da Carpi, who stated in 1518 that opening the skull through is 
not dangerous, if the surgeon is cautious, and pays attention throughout the process.“ 

Nothwithstandingly, in the 9—11% century Carpathian basin (and also e. g. in pre- 
columbian Peru, or on the skull from the 67. grave of Bronze age Szôreg C cemetery, 
Hungary)“" several trepaning operations were made over the sutura sagittalis. On the 
10% century skull from the Csorna cemetery, found in 1878, a wound made by two long 

swordcuts was had to be injured. There was noway to avoid the already hurted sutura 
sagittalis, the skull became cracked in several directions, and in the wound there must 

have been small fractions of bone. After moving away them, the edges of the wound were 
chiseled askew in a 10—20 milimetres wide zone. The patient survived the operation, as 
on the edges the bone started to regrow. Green patina was left by the silver plate which 
was worn over it. 

Trepanation was made overthe sutura sagittalis also on the finds from Rétkôzberencs, 

Soroksár, and Budapest-Csúcshegyi-dúlô (in the latter case on the skull of an about 
14 years old boy),“ and on one of the trepanations from the Balatonújlak cemetery.“ 
Although the best trepanators surely had the knowledge and experience to succesfully 
make such trepanations, it must have been considered to be dangerous, as on some 
skulls, the edge of the trepanation hole ends nearby either in the middle of the forehead 
(Pestszentlôrine)“" or the sutura sagittalis (such as on the finds from Bihardancsháza),““ 
and does not cross it. The dangers of even such an attempt are shown by the Vereb 
find, to where an about 4—5 centimetres long part of the edge of the trepanation wound 
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is missing, as the bone broke at two places and the sutura sagittalis was still opened, 
therefore the removal of a trapezoid form fragment of cranial bone became necessary.“ 
In case of the Bihardancsháza skull, although the operation itself was succesful, the 
patient only survived it for a few days, as there are not any osteophytas on the edge of 
the trepanation, which would implicate a longer survival.? 

Both men and women could get trepanated, although three times more cases of 
real trepanation are known among men. From the cemetery of Szakony one case of real 
trepanation is known on a male and one on a female skeleton.“! 

About the cultural impacts of the trepanation, several theses were made. The early 
false opinion ofBroca and his followers, thatthe Vereb find (as the first, and for a while only 

known) was a postmortal trepanation, with the aim of acguiring rondelles, was caused by 
simply the lack of detailed data, as it was shown by Bartucz in his criticism.?? The notable 
etnographist and linguist, Dezsó Pais in connection with the history of the Hungarian 
expression “agyafúrt", suggested“? that the trepanations served to create unsane people 
to get enough shamans is a both culturally, both medicallyfalse, early romantic view. 
The archeologist István Dienes built up a far more serious thesis of the possible role of 
both real and symbolic trepanations in the worldview of the conguest period Hungarian 
society. With numerous etnographical and historical paralels throughout Eurasia, he 
suggested that the belief of the double soul was an essential part of it.“ On the basis of 
the story of Bulcsú karcha, who offered all his prey for the skull ofa relative of his who 
was killed in a skirmish at Cambrai, also suggested that the skull was the home of the 
so-called “free soul“.55 While these views in the Hungarian literature sometimes are used 
as a source of interpretation for the archeological material,““ his view on trepanations, 

however, received far more criticism. In his opinion, the real or symbolic opening of 
the skull helped the return of the free soul into the head, and radically neglected the 
possibility of medical causes, contradicting the paleopathological view of Bartucz“s 
monography.?" Critics, such as Grynaeus, whilst admitting that in many cases no traces 
of illnes or any kind of injury were found on really or symoblically trephined skulls, it 
is mainly medical intentions can not be denied."? Tomka also refuses the view of Dienes, 
although accepts the possibility that beliefs of chasing away the bad ghost which causes 
the illness could concern the operations,“ especially in the symbolic cases. In general, 
the opinion of Szathmáry seems to be the most plausible, who noted that probably the 
succesful practice of cranial surgeries could have led to religious thoughts concerning it, 
and not the opposite way.“? 

The possibility of some kind of existing head-cult among early Hungarians can 
be seen in the few well-documented cases, when skulis were buried in 10—11% century 
cemeteries. Among them the cemetery at Batajnica, where nine skulls were buried in 
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a line of graves is of particular interest,“! whilst at Kisdobra a head was buried standing 
upwards on the ground of the grave, together with a torgues and a vessel, and in the 
17% grave of the Piliny cemetery a similarly buried head was found, with a torgues and 
pearls.“? These burials probably belong to people who died far away (probably on foreign 
campaigns) whose bodies were represented by their heads, therefore just partly can be 
considered as evidences of a head cult.“ In the 27“ grave of the Szabadkígyós cemetery 
(10" century), a female skull without its mandibula was put onto the lap of a man.“? 

The ethnical interpretation of trepanations, especially symbolic trepanations is 
a guestion difficult to investigate. The custom for a long time was seen as a clear marker 
of early Hungarian population, the number of trepanations in the Carpathian basin 
grows seriously with the arrival of Hungarians: form the avar. János Nemeskéri and his 
colleagues even suggested that the appearance of symbolic trepanations at the end of the 
Avar period might be a marker of the gradual settling of Hungarians in the Carpathian 
basin.“ While the custom ofreal cranial trepaning existed in almost the whole Carpathian 
basin, symbolic trepanations are not known from Transylvania, and neither from the 
territory between the rivers Répce and Marcal, whilst real trepanations are known from 
both areas.“$ On the territory of Slovakia the real trepanation cases are concentrated on 
the western part of the country, mainly in the valleys of the river Garam and Ipoly, such 
as the finds from the 67% grave of the Mynárce cemetery,“! Besenov, and Nové Zámky.“? 
The datation of the Modrá find was guestioned by Tomka.“ The skulls found at Mikulčice 
were interpreted carefully by Grynaeus as having Hungarian origins, although datation 
problems (they can be earlier and belong to the Avar or ancient Moravian era) make it 
difficult to simply look on them as examples of the surgical practice of the conguest 
age Hungarians outside the Carpathian basin. There is evidence that trepanation was 
a known surgical process on the territory of Bohemia (two cases from the 10% century 
from Libice nad Cidlinou and one case from 11" century Moravany)."? 

Concerning the the possible survival and later use of the practice throughout 
christian times in the medieval Hungarian Kingdom, recently important observations 
were made by Kinga Éry and her colleagues."! In connection with the publication of 
skeletal remains from the medieval roval basilica at Székesfehérvár, on the skull of the 

skeletal remains from the only preserved Hungarian royal grave a symbolic trepanation 
have been observed, closely nearby the crossing point of the sutura sagittalis and the 
sutura coronalis. The grave was excavated back in 1848, and the male skeleton identified 

as Béla ITI. (1172—1196), which interpretation have been guestioned by Endre Tóth, who 
suggests an earlier tipological datation for the finds of the grave (among them a corpus 
for processions, an emailed encolpium, a ring with Arabic inscription on it, funeral 
crown, sword, sceptre and spurs made of silver)."? In his opinion the remains belong 
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to Koloman the Learned (1095—1116).? As Koloman, before becoming king, was an 
initiated bishop of the church,““ the occurance of such an act throughout his lifetime puts 
up many guestions. The number of simbolic trepanations was reducing during the 11% 
century in the cemeteries of the common folk,"“ and only a few cases are dated to the 12% 
century (such as grave 142 at Zalavár-Kápolna, grave 120 at Téglás-Angolkert, or the 
two known cases from the Szabolcs-Petófi utca cemetery)."“ 1t seems to be reasonable to 
look upon this tendency as a sign of the disappearance of both knowledge and possible 
ritual beliefs concerning the act."?" Therefore, the presence of such a custom in the royal 
court is surprising, and can be seen as a sign of the transformation of the possible pagan 
rite into a simple method which was believed to help healing. 

H is also notable that the king who lied in the Székesfehérvár grave is not the 
only known Christian monarch, who was trepanated. Henry I., king of Castille (1214— 
1217), was hit by an accidental blow (a roof pile fell to his head) at the age of 13. An 
unsucsessful attempt was made to save his life through real cranial trepanation, but the 
young ruler did not survive." 

Many aspects of the topic, such as trepanation as a type of modification of body has 
not been investigated in details, neither have been talked together with post mortal body 
modifications in conguest age cemeteries (which themselves lack detailed theoretical 
interpretation yet), for which modifications the foramen occipitale magnum surgeries 
can be seen as a link of connection. AIl these must be the topic of future research. 
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Symbolické a skutočné trepanácie v Karpatskej kotline 

v10.-12. storočí 

(Preklad Beáta Vida) 

Trepanáciu používali počas našich dejín v rôznych obdobiach a na rôznych geo- 
grafických územiach, tento zvyk nebol cudzí ani v prehistorickej dobe, či v období 
sťahovania národov v Karpatskej kotline a v stredovekej Európe. Od 10. storočia, i keď 
predtým v kruhu Avarov poznáme málo doložených prípadov, sa stále častejšie stretávame 
s používaním tejto metódy v Karpatskej kotline: v 10.—12. storočí podľa najnovších prác 
Tamása Grynaeusa a Pétera Tomka poznáme aspoň 48 prípadov ozajstnej trepanácie, 
ktoré sa dajú s istotou datovať do tejto doby, symbolických ešte viac, aspoň 160. V štúdii 
sa zameriame hlavne na predstavenie doterajšieho výskumu. 
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Už v prvom hrobe, ktorý sa datuje do obdobia príchodu starých Maďarov na územie 
Karpatskej kotliny, nájdenom v roku 1843 v Benepuszte, sa stretneme so symbolickou 
trepanáciou, ale túto metódu v danej dobe ešte nespoznali. Po nájdení nálezu vo Verébe 
v roku 1853 Endre Kovács identifikoval rytiny na lebke: striebornú doštičku nad okrúh- 
lym otvorom považoval za stopu trepanačnej operácie, po ktorej pacient žil ešte dlhé 
mesiace. Po skorších nesprávnych interpretáciách (získanie talizmanu post mortem, 
atď.) už bolo jednoznačné, že jav má charakter lekárskeho zákroku. 

Na základe názorov Hippokrata lekári kresťanskej Európy trepanáciu lebky pova- 
žovali za zákrok, ktorý vedie určite k okamžitej smrti, napriek tomu zo skúmaného ob- 
dobia poznáme viac nálezov, podľa ktorých vieme, že v početných prípadoch pacienti 
prežili tento nebezpečný zákrok. Nález v Csorne je možno najzaujímavejším príkladom 
úspešnej trepanácie potom, ako lebku postihlo sedem rán mečom. 

Operácie sa väčšinou uskutočnili vytesávaním a vyškriabaním. Jediný nález, ktorý 
sa viaže k pomôckam k vykonaniu zákroku, je špeciálny nôž: pochádza zo ženského 
jazdeckého hrobu v Tiszaeszlár-bashalmi. Tibor Anda nakreslil rekonštrukciu vrtáka 
z hrobu kováča v Bande a nález interpretoval ako trepanačnú pomôcku z doby Avarov, 
ale veda tento názor neprijala, datovanie do 10. storočia je zase z archeologických dôvo- 
dov nemožné. 

V prípade symbolickej trepanácie sa cranium neotvorí, len do kosti ryjú formu, 
väčšinou kruh. Poznáme nejeden príklad viacnásobnej symbolickej trepanácie, občas 
aj spolu s ozajstným zásahom. Ozajstné trepanácie sú charakteristické v prípade členov 
strednej vrstvy starých Maďarov, kým so symbolickými zákrokmi sa stretávame hlavne 
u nižších vrstviev (v hroboch horizontu Bielo Brdo). Paralelné zvyky poznáme aj v okru- 
hu podunajských Bulharov. V roku 1848 otvorili hrob, ktorý je podľa tradície miestom 
posledného odpočinku kráľa Belu III. Endre Kovács stotožňuje pozostatky s členmi 
panovníckeho rodu, na lebke našiel znaky symbolickej trepanácie. Používanie tohto zvyku 
v prípade členov kresťanského panovníckeho rodu prináša mnoho nezodpovedaných 
otázok. 

O náboženskom a kultúrnom význame trepanácie už vzniklo viac teórií, možno 
najvýznamnejšiu hypotézu publikoval István Dienes: na základe historických údajov 
a etnografických poznatkov predpokladal výskyt viery dvojitej duše (? pozn. prekl.) 
v kruhu starých Maďarov. Oproti tomu Lajos Bartucz na základe paleopatologického 
výskumu tvrdil, že trepanáciu vykonali pri traumatických poraneniach, podľa Dienesa 
zákrok pomáhal návratu slobodnej duše. Péter Tomka si myslí, že tieto otvory pomáhali 
práve pri vyhnaní zlého ducha, ktorý spôsoboval choroby. 

Veľký počet spomínaných zákrokov v 10. storočí sa viaže k starým Maďarom žijú- 
cim v Karpatskej kotline, ale etnicko-špecifický charakter symbolickej trepanácie sa ne- 
môže považovať za evidentný. Tiež nie je dostatočne vysvetlený vzťah trepanovaných 
lebiek na českom území s nálezmi na území Maďarska. 

 



    

Health and Illness in the Angevin dynasty 

of the Hungarian Kingdom 

Bartha Annamária 

Official documents and pictorial representations give us a fairly clear picture of 
the illnesses and injuries of Charles I. (1301—1342). 1t is suspected by László Józsa 
that Charles might have had! goitre, basing his claim on the pictorial evidence of the 
coins issued by him, since goitre is hard to identify on cadavers and is rather detectable 
on works of art.? However, I think that the small size of these coins and their lack of 

elaboration make them unsuitable to serve as a basis of such conclusions. Nonetheless, 

this does not mean that no such possibility exists, since Charles comes from a territory 
where iodine deficiency is common, and the size of the goitre cannot be reduced by 
sufficient iodine intake later. 

Although I found no record of injuries? in the charters the king would have suffered 
during his struggle to ascend to the Hungarian throne, several attempts were made to 
assassinate him. The first attempt was organized by Péter, son of Petenye but we do 
not know the exact date. The charter that reports on both of the attempts by Péter only 
states that this one happened before 1317. On the first occasion, King Charles was lying 
sick“ near Patak,“ when Péter, son of Petenye tried to murder him. Sadly, neither do we 

know what illness the king was afflicted by, nor how Péter tried to kill him and if he was 
injured or not. 

On the second occasion, Péter hired assassins, who wanted to take the king out at 

Temesvár.“ As it is reported by a charter of later origin, the would-be murderers tried to 
utilize archery," but there are no accounts of injuries to the king. 

However, the third attempt on the life of King Charles — conducted by Felicián Záh 
— did injure the king, although we are unsure about the severity of this wound, because 
the Illuminated Chronicle describes it as a minor wound on his right hand, “ while a letter 

of sentence dating to 15% March 1330 reports about a major injury. The king “didst 
appear in his own physical presence in our circle, concurrently showing his injured 
right arm with that tremendous wound (...) furthermore he didst show us the garments of 
his own as well as of her royal highness and the clothes of those two voungsters whom 
I hat just mentioned above. All the dresses were soaked wet by the sacred blood spilled, 
inasmuch it resembled an immense overflow of water. e even didst show us apart from 
these the cut four fingers of her royal highness and the locks of their beloved sons, which 
were parted from their bodies by Felicián s sword. "“ 
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Nonetheless, since the sword struck his right arm, it means that he could raise it in 

self-defence. This description doesrnt tell us how the king held his hand, since that can 
vary in relation to the direction from which Felicián attacked. The initial at the relevant 
part of the Illuminated Chronicle shows that he swung his sword toward the head of 
the royal couple."““ It was Túnde Wehli, who highlighted that the initial depicting the 
attempt shows the gueen protecting the king, and that Felicián"s sword could strike the 
gueen"s hand because it was aiming for the king"s shoulder on which it lay. However, the 
Chronicle"s positive bias towards Elisabeth guestions the reliability of this depiction."! 
Even so, it is likely that the gueens wound was bleeding more, and that was what stained 
the clothes.!? 

Apart from these examples, I found two cases when the king“s life was in grave 
danger. In a charter, dating to 27“ March 1329, Charles donates property partly because 
once when he was crossing the frozen Bodrog with his retinue, the ice shattered under 
the weight of the traversers, and the king was saved by László Szécsi from the kindred 
of Balog, who without regards for his life went on to rescue his liege."? He himself 
remained stuck on the drifting ice, but was successfully rescued in the end."“ We do not 
know when this happened exactly, but it is clear from the charter that the king came to 
no harm, except his fright. 

In 1330 during the campaign against Basarab in Wallachia, the king suffered an 
annihilating defeat, and his own life was only saved by the self-sacrifice of Dezsôó, son 

of Dénes and the unwavering loyalty of his men."? Three illustrations of the Chronicle 
are devoted to this campaign,"“ two of these show the inglorious retreat of the king,!" 
while his soldiers encircle him to offer protection with their shields. Sadly, we have 
no information if the king sustained injuries or not, though Louis the Great writes in 
a charter issued by him on 30% June 1347 that “from there he returned free, healthy, and 
without injuries. "!$ 

The Illuminated Chronicle is rather short-spoken about the health of the king, but 
we can derive interesting conclusions from a short sentence, which goes: “The pain in 
his arms and legs made him sujffer greatly “""? 

It is highly probable that the health of Charles deteriorated permanently, which 
can not only be seen in the sentence taken from the Chronicle, but is also evident when 
examining data from diverse charters. At one point, the illness of the king is called gout. 
In most cases we cannot know what illnesses were torturing the king, but it is sure that 
they had to be serious ailments, since Charles was forced to put his diplomatic and 
militaristic obligations aside. Earlier, he led his military campaigns personally, and took 
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freguently part in jousting tournaments, which were spreading in Hungary in the 14% 
century.?? 

The first account of this comes from 1332. Charles wanted to travel to Venice with 
his son, but when he arrived at Fehérvár, he was attacked by arthritic pain, and because 

of his illness and the menace of the coming storm, he returned to Visegrád.?! Although 
the text refers to gout, it is not self-evident that we should interpret it as we would 
nowadays. The journey and the coming storm combined could as well mean that the king 
was suffering from rheumatic pain, caused by the deterioration of the joints, but in either 
case, it had to be really severe if the king postponed his journey to Venice. 

Antonio Bonfini also characterises Charles" illness as gout: “they say that not much 
later his hands and his legs were also attacked by gout, but he suffered each misfortune 
without losing his balance. "" 

The next account probably cannot be connected to this condition. In 1333, Charles 
and his son, Andrew, managed to travel to Naples, but this wasrnt a fortunate endeavour 

for the king either. On 9% September Pope John XXII. wrote a letter to Robert of Naples 
and Charles I. of Hungary, in which he accounts that it came to his notice, that Charles 
was sick with fever, but with the help of natural draining his state was getting better, and 
there was a hope of recovery.“? 

We know that Jakab Longobard, a physician and bishop of Csanád, was also part of 
the kings retinue, and it is mentioned in the Chronicle that “the king returned wholesome 
in March, and all of those who followed him returned in good health too. "?? Giovanni 
Villani also gives an account of the king"s visit in Naples, but he doesn"t mention any 
illnesses.“ 

Józsa has suspected salmonella or gastric ulcer and acidic over secretion.“ 
However, there is no mentioning of any kind of stomach ache in the papal charters, the 
texts talk about fever and natural draining,?" so gastric ulcer is improbable, since it does 
not cause fever. We cannot be completely sure what natural draining means, it could be 
perspiration, but even diarrhoea or vomiting. However, these symptoms can mean a great 
variety of maladies, from sunstroke to salmonella. But in any case, it had to be a long 
and serious condition iťf they felt that they have to notify the pope about it. Moreover, 
the possibility of poisoning is also to be considered, but the standards of hygiene in the 
kitchens of the period could also be responsible, even though the use of poison was really 
“fashionable " at that time in Italy.?? From the wide spectrum of toxins Józsa highlights 
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the toxin produced by the oysters,“? which could have been consumed by King Charles 
during his time at the seaside, but if he got sick from those, it happened only by mere 
chance. At any rate, I think in this case some kind of food poisoning was responsible for 
the king"s condition. 

On 11% June 1338, Galhardus de Carceribus provost in his letter to Benedict XII., 

reported that the King of Hungary is in a bad medical condition, and that the King of 
Poland had visited him, which is also confirmed by the fact that he showed Galhardus 
the charter of the pope detailing the peace treaty between the King of Poland and the 
bishop of Krakow.?? The illness of Charles I is also reported on by Charles IV in his 
autobiography: “I have visited the King of Hungary, who got seriously ill. "?! According 
to Balázs Nagy, this happened sometime between February-March 1339, though it is 
possible that both authors report on the same event, or even that the king"s illness lasted 
for so long. 

Therefore, the king"“s worsened condition became persistent. It is reported on 12% 
June 1340 that because of the king"s bodily weakness and the attacks by the Tartars 
against Hungary,?? the king will not attack Dalmatia that year ?? as it was planned. Ferenc 
Piti, who deals with the topic in greater detail, also believes that the king"s condition 

played a great role in the cancellation of the campaign, besides the Tartar attacks.?? 
Several charters point toward the death of Charles 1. On 17% May 1342, the king 

himself issued a charter in which he claimed that he had become sick at Damásd — one 
of his beloved hunting ranges — and pledged to give back the possessions of the Saint 
Michaeľs Church of Veszprém which had been taken from them. Most probably, the king 
got better, since he was true to his pledge and issued a charter in which he states (múlt 
idô) that he gave back what he took away on the advice of certain advisors in the past. 
The charter also includes that Charles took his sickness as a righteous punishment from 
God,“ which most probably reflects a deep piousness and the general understanding of 
sickness in the Middle A ges. 

This worldview can also be tracked down on other occasions. We know a charter 
from 8% December 1321 in which Pope John XXII., at the reguest of King Charles, 
grants 20 days of absolution to those who are repentant and beg for the salvation of the 
King and the Oueen, and who pray that the Oueen bears a child.?$ 

As opposed to information from the Illuminated Chronicle,“" the first child of the 
royal couple could only be born in 1323.% Their joy was fragile, because there is an 
account from 8“ May 1323 which reports that Charles had pledged to return the estates 
of his loyal noblemen, no matter who claims them at the present, if his firstborn child 
recovers from his illness.?? But the prince did not live to see his first birthday. When 
Charles, son of Charles died, the king, to secure the salvation of the souís of his son and 
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his ancestors, pledged to return the rights to the churches of the country which were 
taken from them. So, he ordered the ispán of Pozsony to get a hold of the church estates 
in Pozsony and return them.““ 

Asit is shown in the examples above, Charles thought that the help of God will 
secure the birth of his successor, and he even made the pope grant absolution for those 
who would pray for it. He understood the death of his son as a punishment for his sins, 
and he wanted to get absolution for himself and his son by pledging atonement. 

We cannot know iťf the king"s condition worsened or because of the rumours about 
his former disease reached him, but Péter, son of Gervasius, the canon of Viviers, papal 

envoy and collector of the tithe, being afraid of the coming political chaos, decided to 
leave the country, taking away the different earnings he had at the moment wiťh him, as 
he reports on it in a letter written on 19% May 1342." Nevertheless, from the examples 
mentioned (1333, 1338) it can be derived that the papal court was well informed in such 

matters. 

Nonetheless, the king lived for two more months, and died on 16% July 1342.% 

The chronicler goes into great details about the funeral ceremony, but does not mention 
the cause of death. According to the account of Bonfini: “Charles, after ruling for 42 
years, was afilicted by hot fever and on the 17" of August at Visegrád, his life came 
to an end. "? But since he was wrong about the period on several occasions (e. g.: he 
claims the marriage of Charles and Elizabeth happened in 1326, moreover he thinks that 
when the prince died, of which he also provides an inaccurate date, Charles Martel was 
still alive) his account has to be treated with doubt. According to László Józsa, the gout 
mentioned earlier became the cause of the king"s death, because during the course of 
the years it leads to renal deficiency, physical deterioration and then finally death.““ This 
could be possible, but in the absence of other supporting evidence, I will not decide on 
this matter. 

We are in a much more fortunate situation when dealing with Louis I. the Great 
(1342—1382), because both inland and foreign narrative sources provide us with a much 
more detailed picture. According to the description of gesta of János Kúkúllei Louis the 
Great “was a man of proper tallness and magnific-eyed, his hair and barb was curly, 
smiling-eyed, thick-lipped, with a little bit humped shoulders. "“ 

The Illuminated Chronicle made mention of his birth: “In the one thousand three 
hundred and twenty-sixth yvear of Our Lord, three days before the nonae of March (5“% 
March) a son was born to the same king, and in his happiness he named him Louis 
afier the name of his relative,“S the holy confessor. ""? Also one of the miniatures of the 
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Chronicle depict the birth of Louis“? in the background of the picture there is a rocky 
mountain with a castle, in the foreground Oueen Elisabeth is lying in bed, with a crown on 
her head, and one of the three women standing on her right is just giving for the gueen her 
coronated son.“ The chaste, fully dressed gueen is surrounded by only women, according 
to the custom of the era. We dont know, who are these women, Mária Vida suggests that 

maybe the woman with the children could be a midwife.?? Although in the Angevin period 
in the royal court there were many doctors, the birth was led by women, who got the 
knowledge by practice. However „professional“ midviwes appeared in Hungary just in 
the 16% century.“! Oueen Elizabeth most possibly was helped by the elderly women of her 
COUTŤ. 

Louis I. was a real knight king, his idol was King Saint Ladislaus. Because of his 
foolhardiness the ruler got injured several times. On 14“ June 1350 during the siege of 
the fortress of Canossa Louis, while he was climbing on a ladder got hit by rocks and fall 
into the moat, and his body suffered a serious injury,?? a reason which caused the barons 
and knights being strongly reproached, sticking Louis himself, that such moods do not 
fit for a king.“? 

The king probably was wearing armour. The armature of this era is known mainly 
by works of art. The pot helm of the Angevin kings is observable on reliefs,““ on 
depictions of the Illuminated Chronicle,? the golden cloak clasps kept in the Hungarian 
Chapel in Aachen,“ or on the Saint Simeon“s Casket in Zara.“" As it is shown on the 
miniatures of the Illuminated Chronicle French-style knight armor was common in the 
era in Hungary: the shoulders were defended by iron discs upon mail armour, and on the 
legs and the knees also metal plates were worn above chainmail. Armour gloves were 
also commonly used by knights. These can also be observed on the tombstone of Palatine 
Miklós Garai.“ 

We do not know where he was hit by rocks, and from what height he fell into the 

moat. The king suffered injuries on his body, which could have cause many possible 
disorders. Though the text tells about serious injouries, they may not have been too 
serious, because the campaign continued to Naples.?? They travelled the distance fair 
guickly, so probably it was not necessary to stop because of the injury of the king. 

Louis the Great did not learn from his mistake, on 26% July 1350 during the siege 
ofthe fortress of Aversa he hurt himself again. This case is mentioned both by inland and 
foreign sources. 

Matteo Villani wrote that: “The king personally took part in the assault (...) They 
could not occupy any part of the walls, but many people were killed, and further more 
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get wounded among them, and even the king himself get wounded and they (...) drawn 
back. ““ 

János Kúkúllei reported on the event guite succinctly. He tells that when the king 
with his army began to fight for the city of Aversa, he entered personally into the battle 
and his leg was critically wounded by an arrow from a crossbow.“! Only the divine 
assistance and the care of doctors saved his life.$? And he noted that during the time he 
spent in the castle the health of the king has been restored.“? 

The anonymous author describes the story more precisely: (...) „When the king 
besieged the city of Aversa, did it happen, that on the feast of Saint Anne (26“% July 1350) 
he approached the walls of the city (...) On the wall stood a laical person, who got to 
know the person of the king, shot an arrow on him suddenly and severely injured his left 
leg. The king went to his bivvy whilst the iron of the arrow was in his leg, and he spent 
the whole night awake. On the following day comes István Lackfi with Ulrik, and they 
pulled off the iron with 12 tugs. It would be long to narrate, how big was the pain and 
how the king was wailing““ and when the iron was moved the hardest to pull out, the king 
wailing pleased to Istvan Lackfi : „Spare me,“ — he said, because every tug dilacerated 
his body.““ (...) After they pulled the iron, the mentioned István commanded that the king 
get on horseback, and whilst leading it around the city he instructed the soldiers to loudly 
say: „Behold, the King of Hungary, Jerusalem and Sicily!“ Hearing this, tne Hungarians 
caroled out, but the enemy wailed. “ 

The two Hungarian sources contradict each other, János Kúkúllei describes that 
the doctors helped the king, and the anonymous author writes that Lackfi took out the 
arrow. The second description is more detailed, and perhaps the descriptor could be 
present personally. 1t is more likely that neither a doctor nor a surgeon did take part 
in the campaign. Surgery generally was rudimentary in the era, both in Europe and in 

Hungary.“? 
The crossbow arrow can effort 200 kJ of energy, and a 2 mm thick plate can hold 

againsts 100 kJ energy.“? Such a shot could break through the plate or mail armour, and 
could imprint the fragments to the wound. Such injuries could destroy blood vessels, or 
even break bones, the victim coud bleed out, and also there was a high risk of infection. 
The description tells us only that the left leg was injured, unfortunately we do not know 
exactly where he was shot. 

The arrowhead was designed in a way that trying to pull it out made it gets caught, 
tearing the surrounding tissue and blood vessels, increasing the pain and blood loss. 
Furthermore, in some cases arrowheads get deliberately contaminated, and these way 

even minor wounds could cause blood poisoning (sepsis). The source tells that the arrow 
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was not removed immediately, for a full overnight it was in the king“s leg. It could have 
led to blood poisoning. 

The bravery of the ruler did not become lesser. On 215 of March 1352 at the castle 
of Beltz “on Saturday before Palm Sunday — not dealing with the war machines of this 
castle, and not being afraid of its walls — they assaulted the castle, crossed the water in 
the moat, wich was reaching their throat, wearing knightly armour, and when they were 
reaching the walls, saw: crossbowmen attacked them from upwards mercilessly, and 
huge wooden trunks and stones were thrown in such numbers, that even king Louis got 
a blov, intended to be deadly, on the head by a hammer called „swlyok“, and made him 
fall to the ground. Miklós Perényi took up him from the ground, and carried through the 
water on his back. "“ 

Louis the Great probably wore a helmet during the assault, so he could avoid a more 
serious skulí trauma by the wooden „swlyok". The plate armour in this case could be 
self-dangerous as there was a chance that the wounded ruler would fall into the water, 
and probably would not be able to climb out alone. 

The boldness ofthe king could cause dangerous situations not just during campaigns: 
“In the year 1353 of Our Lord, when the mentioned king Louis was hunting in Zólyom 
(Zvolen) on the day after the feast of Saint Virgin Catherine, among the snowy mountains 
along his route a heavily wounded bear came ahead him unexpectedly, the king, thinking 
in his mind that he will kill this bear such as he used to make fell on the ground and 
kill other such bears, attacked it with his lance, but fortune turned against him, and as 

the superbity due to his fame also hampered him, the bear made him fell, and wounded 
both of his legs with 23 wounds, and if János Besenyó by the will of God would not have 
arrived, this wild and angered bear would have killed king Ľouis. ““ 

We can not know exactly what kind of woundings the king suffered, both bites and 
claws made by the bear could result in huge losses of blood. 

The first data about illnesses of Louis the Great can be found in the charter of pope 
Clement VI. dated to the 315 of January 1347. The pope tells, that by his opinion the king 
will not go to Sicily, as he is said to be sick, suffering of four days long „shake of cold“.?! 
It can not be known that exactly what kind of illness was meant by this expression. 

The black death took victims among members of the royal family. Oueen Margaret"? 
was infected by pesť?? and died on the 7? of September 1349.74 
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Among the sources remembering her death Kúkúllei mentions only one fact: 
“"Margaret, daughter of the most excellent lord Charles, then count of Moravia, who lately 
emerged to the imperial throne, died childless.“““ A charter dated to the 7“ of November 
1349 tells that “in Hungary many people died by the deadly epidemia, also the gueen of 
Hungary has gone to the Lord not lately. "“ Possibly Louis the Great was also infected, 
but survived, which is known by the data contained by diplomatic letters changed with 

Venice. 
On 4“ of April 1349 the Venetians informed king Louis that although they wanted 

to send their ambassadors to discuss peace terms, but heard that pest was massacring in 
Hungary, and the ambassadors of Venice — who had survived the plague the year before 
at home — were afraid to go there."? Louis the Great answered on 7 of June 1349 that the 
Venetians can (could) send their ambassadors, as although the plague is (was) devastating 
on many other parts of the world, in Hungary it was ended."“ On 25“ of June the doge 
asks the king to choose the time and place for the beginning of peace conversations.“ Yet 
on 11% of July king Louis asked for the postponation of the ambassadors“ journey, as he 
had went to Transylvania.“ 

It is unknown if the plague returned again, probably in greater size, or has never 
stopped, just Louis was poorly informed, but anyway, the Venetians wrote to their 
diplomats on the 10% of October that they had certain information that there were a plague 
in Hungary. The ambassadors got a free hand about the decision to visit the king or not.“! 
As I have mentioned above, on the 7% of November the Venetians tell about the death 

of gueen Margaret. Two days later orders were written for the ambassadors to continue 
their journey and meet the king if his health conditions get got better. On the other hand, 
if the king was ill, or have already died, they were ordered to get information about the 
conditions of the country and especially about that who will govern the realm instead 
of the childless king."? But Louis the Great survived the black death, and although the 
plague later renewed several times in Hungary, it did not concerned members of the 
Angevin dynasty. 

Antal Pór suggested first that the death of Louis was caused by leprosy. He based 
this opinion on the words of Petrus de la Gazata (abbot of the monastery of Saint Prosper 
at Reggio) in the Chronicon Regiense which state that Louis the Great had suffered in 
leprosy for a long time: “Hungarian king Louis died on the 11“ of September 1382. after 

  

75 Kúkúllei 52. caput 38. p. Primam videlicet preclaram Margaretham filiam excellentissimi domini 
Karoli tunc marchionis Morauie, gui postmodum ad imperium fuit sublimatus, et ista sine prole 

defuncta est. Chronica Hungarorum I. 182. caput 186. p. 
76 WENZEL II. 299. 370. p. „epidemia mortalitatis deseuit multus ibidem, et guod Regina Hungarie, 

consors domini Regis nuper ad Dominum transmigravit." 

„casus mortalitatis, gue esse dicitur in partibus Vngarie, per guem cives nostri timerent venire 

ad illas partes, guia de anno preterito substinuerunt casum similem mortalitatis“ WENZEL II. 284. 

346 p., PÓR 206. p. p. 
„Divina plaga hujusmodi, gue ut plurimum orbem gravit universum, nunc in Regno nostro ejusdem 

clementia disponente cessavit " WENZEL II. 286. 349. p., PÓR 207 p.., MAGYARY-KOSSA 58. p. 

" WENZEL II. 288. 350. p. 
30 WENZEL II. 290. 360. 
ši cum habentur nova satis certa, guod mortalitas maxima et orrenda est in partibus Hungarie“ 

WENZEL II. 297. 369 p.., PÓR 208. p, MAGYARY-KOSSA 58. p. 

Š2 WENZEL II. 300. 370—37]. p. „rex sit in partibus et in tali statu et convalescencia de persona, guod 

ad ipsum cum securitate ire possitis, iter vestrum prosegui debeatis, et perficere mandatum nostrum. 

Si vero haberetis, guod Rex aliter staret graviter, vel esset migratus, debeatis vos plenarie informare 

de condicionibus Regni" 
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a long time leprosy by lack of force“.% Above this source by his opinion also both the 
portrait of Louis the Great is visible on the front page of the Illuminated Chronicle“! and 
the infirm politics of the ruler at the end of his life.? are evidences of it. 

The gesta of Kúkúllei also seems to support this thesis: “although he was really 
fond of hunting, practised by custom and by pleasure since his childhood, finally, 
turning back to the deeds concerning the things of this world -which are difiicult to 
fulfill without comitting sins — wanting to opress and control the wishes of the body 
and to follow the godly commandements (...) leaving the mass of the people, to be able 
to deal more freguently with pious acts, and to have time for prayers, he chose the life 
of contemplation. "% The contemplating life, and the turning to inside and to deeper 
religious practice can be a sign of the illness of Louis the Great, but these do not mean 
evidently leprosy, neither even deadly sickness. Kúkúllei does not mention leprosy in 
connection with the death of the king: “answering a godly call he left the world of the 
living on the 11“ of September, and a bit previously a wonderful cornet appeared. (...) he 
was buried at the city of Székesfehérvár in the 1382. vear of the Lord, on the 11“ day of 
this month (...) he ruled for fourty vears, one month and twenty-two days. "? 

Antal Pór“s point of view get accepted by a part of the historians.“? Others formulated 
their opinion in a more cautious way, stating that Louis probably suffered by some kind 
of skin illness similar to leprosy.“? Moreover, counter-opinions were also formed. Elek 
Farkaslaki-Hints pointed out that the medieval diagnosis of leprosy was many times so 
uncertain that in the 15% century even the opinion of universities was asked in disputed 
cases."“ Mária Vida did not want to decide the guestion, but noted that the lack of sources 

about the leprosy of Louis can be the result that the king“s illness was tried to keep as 
a secret, because (asit is stated in the city law of Buda)"! either king, emperor or any other 
coronated ruler of this world have to be seen as detronized, if they get infected by leprosy. 
On the other hand, in medieval times the diagnosis of leprosy could mean other type of 
illnesses of the skin (e. g. scabies or psoriasis), as they were often misdiagnostizied?? but 
she also accepts the portrait of Louis in the Illuminated Chronicle as evidence of leprosy, 
the throning ruler seems to be ill. “In spite of the partly missing painting his eyes are 
sad, and his witness is broken, and the deep marks on his forehead are the symptoms of 
leprosy named lion face (facias leonina). The measures of the body of the once gallant 
knight king are not sujfjicient for the legendary hero of campaigns and huntings. (...) His 
hands are fully covered by the long white gloves of the people who suffer in leprosy — no 
such gloves are worn by any other of the numerous kings painted on the illuminations of 
  

33 (1382.) die II. Septembris moritur post longam leprae infirmitatem rex Ludovicus Hungarie“ PÓR 

1902. 212. p. 
% KKI. p. 
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the chronicle. “?? However, the birth of his daughter, Katalin in 1370 contradict the thesis 

of Pór. In general, Vida thinks the guestion to be undecidable.““ 
By the opinion of László Józsa leprosy was certainly not an illness in the medieval 

times in which masses of people suffered, and a lot of people must have been closed to 
the leprosoriums with false diagnosises,“ as the archaological evidence for leprosy is not 
numerous enough in relation to the great numbers of leprosoriums and to the freguent 
mentioning of the illness in the written sources.““ Józsa also argues the interpretation of 
Mária Vida about the miniature in the Illuminated Chronicle, as the lion face is part of 
a late stadium of the illness, after the spontaneous amputation of fingers.“" 

I do not think realistic either the leprosy thesis. It is a fact, that in the 1370“s both 
he numbers of the wars and the personal presence of the king in them became rarer. 
After the year 1368. he led his armies personally only in two wars: in 1375 against 
Wallachia, and in the 1377 campaign of revenge against Lithuania."““ This really can be 
seen as a sign of an ill-fated old age, as previously he usually only left tnhe command of 
an army to any of his barons if his personal presence was needed on another frontier of 
war. In 1376 he asked a talented doctor from the king of France. Charles V. sent János 
Radlicza from the college of Montpellier, who must have served Louis well, as the king 
made him a bishop."" But all of these are just evidences for some kind of illnesses, and 

not leprosy, as in the next year, 1377 he led the above mentioned war personally in 
Lithuania, and achieved serious military successes,!%“ so his sickness was either not too 
serious, or Radlicza was competent enough to heal him guickly. Neither can be paralelled 
to real leprosy, which is a long-term illness, and no way of healing was known in the 
14% century. 

Also it is notable that in 1370 Louis became the king of Poland as well, and it is 
difficult to believe that the Polish nobility should accept a so seriously ill person as their 
ruler, especially one suffering from such a horrible illness. Additionally, all of his three 
daughters, Katalin, Maria and Hedvig were born in the 1370“s (when the royal couple 
even could not hope that they will ever have any children). Moreover, the part of the text 
in Kúkúllei“s gesta about the king retirement from the world of huntings and knightly 
lifestyle has paralels in the text of Aegidius Romanus, and partly can be seen as a motif 
of style.!O! Therefore the guestion, that what caused the death of Louis, king of Hungary 
and Poland on the 11%. of September in 1382, remains unanswered. 
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