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Predslov

. Zdravie je predpokladom vsetkého. "

Medzinarodna vedecké konferencias nazvom Od $pitdlaknemocnici. Zdravotnictvo,
socidlna starostlivost’ a osveta v dejindch Slovenska, ktora sa v ditoch 10. — 11. oktobra
2012 konala v priestoroch konferenénej saly Slovenského narodného archivu, si tento-
krat vzala za ciel' zhodnotit’ postavenie zdravotnictva, socidlnej starostlivosti a osvety
v priereze dejin. Hlavnym usporiadatelom bol uZ tradi¢ne Slovensky narodny archiv
v spolupraci so Sekciou archivnictva a pomocnych vied historickych Slovenskej histo-
rickej spoloénosti pri SAV. V uvode podujatia mal Radoslav Raga¢, riaditel' Sloven-
ského narodného archivu, mili povinnost’ ,,uviest’ do Zivota* zbornik prispevkov Pédo-
hospodarstvo v dejindch Slovenska. Tradicie, inovdcie a kultirne dedicstvo, vysledok
publikacnej ¢innosti nasej instittcie.

Pohlad do rokovacich priestorov konferencnej saly SNA pocas predndsky.

Na konferencii vystupili zastupcovia viacerych vednych odborov, nielen archivari
a historici, ale i etnografi, mazejnici, 3tatistici a odbornici z medicinskej praxe. Toto
Siroké spektrum aktivnych Gcastnikov konferencie umoznilo konfrontovat’ poznatky
z rozli¢nych vednych disciplin bez ¢asového obmedzenia. Konferencia takymto spo-
sobom poskytla priestor na vytvorenie ucelenejsieho obrazu jednotlivych etdp vyvoja
zdravotnictva na Slovensku od najstar$ich ¢ias aZ po sicasnost’.



Organizatori konferencie opédtovne pripravili pre i¢astnikov rokovania aj sprievod-
ny program, tentokrat v podobe exkurzie do priestorov novozrekonstruovaného Brati-
slavského hradu.

Exkurzia uicasmikov konferencie na Bratislavskom hrade 10. oktobra 2012.

Predkladana publikacia obsahuje rozsirené verzie prispevkov prednesenych na kon-
ferencii. V tivode st zaradené $tudie zahrani¢nych hosti z Mad'arska, zaoberajice sa
symbolickymi a realnymi trepanaciami lebky v Karpatskej kotline, ako aj ochoreniami
uhorskych kral'ov z dynastie Anjouovcov. Vacsi pocet autorov sa venuje problematike
Spitalov v roznych oblastiach Slovenska od Zéhoria aZ po KoSice. Dve z publikovanych
stadii umoznia Citatefom porovnat’ stav lekdrnictva na Orave a v mad'arskom Ko6szegu.
Cast’ prac sa zameriava aj na stale aktualnu tematiku budovania nemocnic a inych
zdravotnickych zariadeni, napriklad klimatickej lietebne v Tatranskej Polianke, alebo
Posadkovej nemocnice v Bratislave.

Nevyhnutnym predpokladom pre vykon akejkolvek zdravotnej starostlivosti
okrem fungujicich institicii boli vzdy aj vzdelani a fundovani odbornici. Preto sme do
publikéacie zaradili aj viaceré prispevky o pérodnych asistentkach a lekaroch. Osvetu
v oblasti zdravotnictva v minulosti na Slovensku okrem mnohych inych $irila i Masary-
kova liga proti tuberkuldze, ako aj Zachrana — spolok pre ochranu Zien a diev¢at, ktorym
je v predkladanej préci tieZ poskytnuty patri¢ny priestor.

Nielen pracovnici Vojenského historického tstavu prezentuji vo svojich Stidiach
vysledky vyskumu danej témy z prostredia armady, zajateckych tdborov a pracovnych
utvarov. Neoddelitel'nou sti¢ast'ou zdravotnej starostlivosti by mala byt aj socialna sta-
rostlivost’, prevencia a osveta. Tito otdzku z réznych perspektiv priblizuja Studie v druhe;j




Casti prace. V zavere moze Citatel ziskat' zaujimavé informdcie o imrtnosti a zdravotnom
stave obyvatel'stva Slovenska zachytené v prehl'adnych Statistickych vystupoch.

Stcast'ou predkladanej publikacie st aj Osobny a Zemepisny register, ktoré maju
za Ulohu Citatelovi ulahéit’ orientaciu v jednotlivych textoch a resumé v nemeckom
jazyku.

Nasim zamerom nikdy nebola snaha pokryt’ tito Sirokospektralnu tému v plnom
rozsahu, av§ak chceme poukazat' na vybrané aspekty skiimanej problematiky. Difame,
Ze tento ciel' sa nam vydanim predloZenej publikicie podarilo aspofi ¢iastoCne naplnit’.
Verime, Ze aj nad’alej bude mozné rozvijat' spolupracu s odbornikmi z r6znych oblasti
a rozli¢nych pracovisk a pocet podobnych publikacii Slovenského narodného archivu
v budiicnosti porastie.

Editorky






The symbolic and real cranial trepanations
in the 10-12" century Carpathian Basin

Szabo Dénes

The trepanation, both as a surgical method and as a cultural marker, has a wide
range of occurances, both on a historical, and on a geographical scale. Real and symbolic
trepanations in the Carpathian basin at the turn of the first millenia closely itself have
been the subject of long-time research, and the topic of many theoretical debates since
the discovering of the first such cases in the middle of the 19" century. As the author
is not an anthropologist, this short work mainly aims to give a brief overlook on the
subject, considering both the approaching questions of technic and interpretation.

The expressions trepanation and trephination are commonly used as synonims of
each other, although they originallly have partially different meanings: whilst trephination
serves for getting pieces of bone from the human skull, trepanation originally means
drilling a hole into the skull with a “trepa™.! Although neither of these is accurate
considering 10—12" century all of such cranial surgeries of the Carpathian Basin (see the
rondelle-problem later).

I will use the term “trepanation” troughout both this presentation and text. During
the investigated period also numerous (more than 30) cases of post mortem mutilation of
the foramen occipitale magnum are known,’ for which the term would be unspecific, but
these are not part of the topic of this paper, as althoug the possibility of looking upon at
least a part of them as remains of (post mortem) investigations to find out the causes of
kinetic dysfunctions,’ they can rather be considered as being part of the treatment of the
dead body, than surgeries.*

Various forms of trepanation are known from different ages and cultural conditions
around the world among them in high numbers from precolonial Peru: these are not
made by ploughing or drilling, but sometimes form rectangular holes made with saws’.
Lesser cases are known from Mesoamerica, among the Mayas and from Monte Alban.®
The custom was practised among others in Montenegro, Tahiti, Kenya, New Zealand,’
or the Bismarck islands, where even in the 20" century it was practised. In some local
parts of 19" century Balkan being trepanated was a way for murderers to avoid the
consequences of vendetta law.® In Serbia the custom became forbidden in 1856.° The
first recognized prehistorical finds with trepanation on them were found in France in the
19 century France. As their numbers grew, from the Neolithic and Bronze or Iron age,
their interpretation as an early form of cranial surgery was still questioned, as in many
cases trepanation was made post mortem,' and its main aim was to get round pieces
of bone from the skulls, so called rondelles, wich might be serve as amulets, as in case

' Waldron 161.

2 Grynaeus 95.

3 Kiszely 292.

4 Grynaeus 95-96.

* Bartucz 84, J6zsa 1996.

% Tiesler Blos 3—4.

T Lopez — Caro — Pardifias 247-248.

® Regoly-Mérei 121.

? Bartucz 82.

10 ¢, g. Maklecova — Ginszburg — Rochlin 27.



of the Gutramsdorf find."" In Iron Age Scotland pieces of postmortally moved bones of
the skull were deponated not just in graves, but also separatedly from the dead body in
entrances of buildings.'

In Medieval Europe several cases of real trepanations are known, such as the ones
known from Bawaria,” and in Estonia, from the 14—16™ century cemetery of Dobele."
Two trepanated skulls have been published from the cemetery of the San Miguel hermitage
in Spain'® Real and symbolic'® trepanation cases in Vholga Bulgaria, especially in the
cemetery of Bolsie Tarhani, are paralels of high importance for the similar custom in
the Carpathian Basin.'” Same types of symbolic trepanations are known from Danuvian
Bulgar cemeteries.'®

From the beginning of the 10® century the custom becomes far more common in the
Carpathian basin, than any time before. By the two recent summarizing works of Tamas
Grynaeus and Péter Tomka from the 10—12" century at least 48 real cranial trepanations
are known, which can be dated to this era with certainity,'® and at least 160 certain cases
of symbolic treapanations are known from the same period.?” The first case from the
Hungarian conquest period wich get known for the 9" century archeological research
and became dated to that era was that of the grave at Benepuszta.’’ The remains of
the buried warrior and his horse were found in 1843. by shepherds, and the coins of
Italian king (later emperor) Berengar made able for Miklés Jankovich to date the grave.
However he considered the “plum-seed forming” symbolic trepanation on the skull*
being the result of a martial wound. The first case, where trepanation was recognized,
was the grave at Vereb. The grave was found when the wind blew off a sandhill abowe it.
This is still one of the most important such finds, especially because of the round silver
plate found in the grave, with pairs of holes on its edge. This item has been lost probably
in 1936. Its’ greatest widths were 135 mms and 133 mm (according to Bartucz, who still
had the chance to investigate it) being far larger than the trepanation itself (84,62 mm
at the sagittalis direction and 81,69 mm at the transversalis direction).” Several views
were stated concerning the fitting of the plate; whilst it is clear, that the holes on its edge
(sometimes in pairs, sometimes alone) served for this purpose, the ideas differ from the
serving of it to the skin of the head, to even being fitted into a hat. The most possible way
seems to be the idea of Bartucz (and partly Varga) that through the holes wide stramps
were fitted to the plate, firming it probably on the chin and the forehead: this special
cap must have been worn by him throughout the rest of his life, wich could take even
years after the surgery, as on the edges of the bone marks of regrowth are visible. The

' Regoly-Mérei 123.

12 Shapland-Armit 103—104.

13 Weber-Czarnetzki 10-14.

% Grynaeus 58.

15 Lopez — Caro — Pardifas 250-255.

16 Ery 1987. 115-120.

'7 Fothi — Marcsik — Efimova 45-52.

¥ Jordanov — Dimitrova — Nikolov 15-18.

1% Tomka 72-80.

20 Grynaeus 75-93. see also the important investigations made by Lészlé Jozsa and Erzsébet Fothi,
Jézsa-Fothi 15-18.

21 Révész 338-340, Langd 62-69.

22 Kustar-Skultéty 180.

2 Bartucz 375-376.
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trepanation was a neccesity because of a serious blow, probably gained in battle, by some
kind of obtuse weapon.**

Up to this time only one tool is known from the Hungarian conquest period, wich
might to be used for trephining purposes: a special knife from the Tiszaeszlar-Bashalom
cemetery d. grave. In the grave a wealthy woman was buried, together with her horse.”
The blade is unusually simmetrical, with a pointed end, and oval sides.® The item is
10,6 centimetres long. Its half was fitted and decorated with a silver ring. The corrodated
tool was reconstucted in drawing by Tibor Anda, together with its possibly skin-covered
sheath. ¥’

Anda® and after him some others stated that a trepaning drill of the Avar period
(sometimes even dated to the Hungarian conquest period)® is known from the cemetery at
Band (Mezdband). Anda reconstructed the iron drill with help of early new age paralels.
However the archeological circumstances of the find make the datation of the drill to the
conquest period very difficult. It is part of collection of blacksmith tools, buried together
with their owner in the grave number 10. of the cemetery. The grave is a robbed one,
only the blacksmith tools were left in it, so the datation the grave only on typological
basis is not easy, but the other graves contained material, wich clearly dates back to the
VI. century: it is probably a Gepidian grave, not an Avar one. Two kind of hammers
and an anvil, bigger and smaller pliers, a coldcutter, a nailhead-maker and other smaller
iron tools belong to it and by no way can it be dated to the 10" century. Nemeskéry and
his collegues also questioned if the Band drill could be sufficient as a trepaning drill.*®
Although practically nothing indicates to accept Anda’s oppinion, it is still appears in
some works.?'

Even the very existence of the use of the drilling technique in trepanations of the
era is sometimes denied, hovewer at least in the case of the skull from the Gerendas
grave the use of a drilling trepan for the creation of holes which has been opened together
later is a reasonable possibility.*

On recent skulls, Regdly-Mérei could make similar trepanations with the use of
flint blades® — although it has cultural antropological paralels, and although freshly-
knapped flint is steril,** without direct evidence, and lack of detailed publication of his
experiments it can be considered only as a possibility. For the carving type trepanations
even shells could have been used, for slowly pulverizing the bone, and therefore making
the possibility of hurting the dura less plausible, such as in Polynesia.”® For the same
type of scraping procedure even the use of a granulated or glassy multifaceted stone is
enough.* These are the so called push-plough operations.””

4 Bartucz 367-377.

3 Dienes 1956. plate LXIX., Dienes 1957. 27.
2 Fodor 186—187.

27 Anda LXIL. plate 3-4.

% Anda

2 Jozsa 1996. 56.

See additional criticism in Grynacus 64.
¥ Jozsa 1996. 56.

32 Juhasz — Torda-Molnér 171-174.

33 Regoly-Mérei 127.

3 Lépez — Caro — Pardifias 249.

3 Bakay 17.

3¢ Lépez— Caro — Pardifias 248,

3 Bartucz 120.
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During symbolic trepanation,*® the cranium is not opened, and the dura remains
hidden under it. They sometimes appear in greater numbers, even four or five ones can be
on the same skull.*® These symbolic wounds are most usually created by a push-plough
method, although Bartucz left open the possibility for using burning or some kind of
acid.*

As the brain does not have any pain receptors the trepanation should not have
been particularly painful after the removal of the haired skin. During the operations, the
patient was probably sitting, or laying with its head in an upper position (which is visible
on the artistic reconstruction of a trepaning operation by the archeologist and painter
Gyula Laszl6)*' as otherwise too much blood would remain in the blood-vessels of the
head, making trepaning far too dangerous. An operation through the sutura sagittalis
was especially dangerous, as even the smallest hurting of the important venous sinus
running under it could have led to intensive bleeding, and to the death of the patient.
Trepaning through the sutures of the skull was feared since Hippocrates warned every
surgeon not to use a trepan on the sutures themselves, but on the adjoining bone.* The
medieval European Christian surgery, following him and Celsus, thought that such an
attempt would mean sure death for the operated person. The first author, who suggested
otherwise, was Berengario da Carpi, who stated in 1518 that opening the skull through is
not dangerous, if the surgeon is cautious, and pays attention throughout the process.*

Nothwithstandingly, in the 9-11" century Carpathian basin (and also e. g. in pre-
columbian Peru, or on the skull from the 67. grave of Bronze age Széreg C cemetery,
Hungary)* several trepaning operations were made over the sutura sagittalis. On the
10% century skull from the Csorna cemetery, found in 1878, a wound made by two long
swordcuts was had to be injured. There was noway to avoid the already hurted sutura
sagittalis, the skull became cracked in several directions, and in the wound there must
have been small fractions of bone. After moving away them, the edges of the wound were
chiseled askew in a 10-20 milimetres wide zone. The patient survived the operation, as
on the edges the bone started to regrow. Green patina was left by the silver plate which
was worn over it.

Trepanation was made over the sutura sagittalis also on the finds from Rétk6zberencs,
Soroksér, and Budapest-Csticshegyi-diilé (in the latter case on the skull of an about
14 years old boy),* and on one of the trepanations from the Balatonijlak cemetery.*
Although the best trepanators surely had the knowledge and experience to succesfully
make such trepanations, it must have been considered to be dangerous, as on some
skulls, the edge of the trepanation hole ends nearby either in the middle of the forehead
(Pestszentlérinc)*” or the sutura sagittalis (such as on the finds from Bihardancshaza),*
and does not cross it. The dangers of even such an attempt are shown by the Vereb
find, to where an about 45 centimetres long part of the edge of the trepanation wound

3 Nemeskéry — Ery-Kralovanszky 3-32.
? Dienes 1978. 197-223.

40 Bartucz 401., Grynaeus 64.
' Laszl6 80-81.

2 Bakay 15.

> Bakay 17.

4 Bartucz 167-172.

% Bartucz 383-386.

% Langé 192.

47 Kiszely, picture 67-68.

“ Szathmary 22-28.

[
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is missing, as the bone broke at two places and the sutura sagittalis was still opened,
therefore the removal of a trapezoid form fragment of cranial bone became necessary.*
In case of the Bihardancshdza skull, although the operation itself was succesful, the
patient only survived it for a few days, as there are not any osteophytas on the edge of
the trepanation, which would implicate a longer survival.*®

Both men and women could get trepanated, although three times more cases of
real trepanation are known among men. From the cemetery of Szakony one case of real
trepanation is known on a male and one on a female skeleton.”'

About the cultural impacts of the trepanation, several theses were made. The early
false opinion of Broca and his followers, that the Vereb find (as the first, and for a while only
known) was a postmortal trepanation, with the aim of acquiring rondelles, was caused by
simply the lack of detailed data, as it was shown by Bartucz in his criticism.* The notable
etnographist and linguist, Dezs6 Pais in connection with the history of the Hungarian
expression “agyafurt”, suggested® that the trepanations served to create unsane people
to get enough shamans is a both culturally, both medicallyfalse, early romantic view.
The archeologist Istvan Dienes built up a far more serious thesis of the possible role of
both real and symbolic trepanations in the worldview of the conquest period Hungarian
society. With numerous etnographical and historical paralels throughout Eurasia, he
suggested that the belief of the double soul was an essential part of it.>* On the basis of
the story of Bulcst karcha, who offered all his prey for the skull of a relative of his who
was killed in a skirmish at Cambrai, also suggested that the skull was the home of the
so-called “free soul”.*® While these views in the Hungarian literature sometimes are used
as a source of interpretation for the archeological material, his view on trepanations,
however, received far more criticism. In his opinion, the real or symbolic opening of
the skull helped the return of the free soul into the head, and radically neglected the
possibility of medical causes, contradicting the paleopathological view of Bartucz’s
monography.’’” Critics, such as Grynaeus, whilst admitting that in many cases no traces
of illnes or any kind of injury were found on really or symoblically trephined skulls, it
is mainly medical intentions can not be denied.*® Tomka also refuses the view of Dienes,
although accepts the possibility that beliefs of chasing away the bad ghost which causes
the illness could concern the operations,® especially in the symbolic cases. In general,
the opinion of Szathméry seems to be the most plausible, who noted that probably the
succesful practice of cranial surgeries could have led to religious thoughts concerning it,
and not the opposite way.*’

The possibility of some kind of existing head-cult among early Hungarians can
be seen in the few well-documented cases, when skulls were buried in 10-11* century
cemeteries. Among them the cemetery at Batajnica, where nine skulls were buried in

49 Bartucz 373., picture 196,
50 Szathmary 28.

51 Firy 1977-78. 179-181.
52 Bartucz 371-372.

5 Pais 414417,

% Dienes 1978. 171-190.
55 Dienes 1978. 191-192., about other aspects of the Cambrai story see Szarka 301.
% K. Téth 244-245.

7 Bartucz 419-420.

% Grynaeus 78-79.

3 Tomka 70-71.

60" Szathmary 28.
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a line of graves is of particular interest,®' whilst at Kisdobra a head was buried standing
upwards on the ground of the grave, together with a torques and a vessel, and in the
7% grave of the Piliny cemetery a similarly buried head was found, with a torques and
pearls.® These burials probably belong to people who died far away (probably on foreign
campaigns) whose bodies were represented by their heads, therefore just partly can be
considered as evidences of a head cult.* In the 27" grave of the Szabadkigyds cemetery
(10® century), a female skull without its mandibula was put onto the lap of a man.**

The ethnical interpretation of trepanations, especially symbolic trepanations is
a question difficult to investigate. The custom for a long time was seen as a clear marker
of early Hungarian population, the number of trepanations in the Carpathian basin
grows seriously with the arrival of Hungarians: form the avar. Janos Nemeskéri and his
colleagues even suggested that the appearance of symbolic trepanations at the end of the
Avar period might be a marker of the gradual settling of Hungarians in the Carpathian
basin.®® While the custom of real cranial trepaning existed in almost the whole Carpathian
basin, symbolic trepanations are not known from Transylvania, and neither from the
territory between the rivers Répce and Marcal, whilst real trepanations are known from
both areas.’® On the territory of Slovakia the real trepanation cases are concentrated on
the western part of the country, mainly in the valleys of the river Garam and Ipoly, such
as the finds from the 67" grave of the Mynarce cemetery,” Besenov, and Nové Zamky.%®
The datation of the Modré find was questioned by Tomka.®® The skulls found at Mikul&ice
were interpreted carefully by Grynaeus as having Hungarian origins, although datation
problems (they can be earlier and belong to the Avar or ancient Moravian era) make it
difficult to simply look on them as examples of the surgical practice of the conquest
age Hungarians outside the Carpathian basin. There is evidence that trepanation was
a known surgical process on the territory of Bohemia (two cases from the 10" century
from Libice nad Cidlinou and one case from 11* century Moravany).™

Concerning the the possible survival and later use of the practice throughout
christian times in the medieval Hungarian Kingdom, recently important observations
were made by Kinga Ery and her colleagues.” In connection with the publication of
skeletal remains from the medieval royal basilica at Székesfehérvar, on the skull of the
skeletal remains from the only preserved Hungarian royal grave a symbolic trepanation
have been observed, closely nearby the crossing point of the sutura sagittalis and the
sutura coronalis. The grave was excavated back in 1848, and the male skeleton identified
as Béla I1I. (1172—1196), which interpretation have been questioned by Endre Téth, who
suggests an earlier tipological datation for the finds of the grave (among them a corpus
for processions, an emailed encolpium, a ring with Arabic inscription on it, funeral
crown, sword, sceptre and spurs made of silver).”” In his opinion the remains belong

51 Balint 211.

& Tettamanti 102.
 Szarka 303.

** Tettamanti 102.
% Nemeskéri-Ery-Kralovanszky 16.
% Grynaeus 75.

57 Togik 279.

% Tomka 72-80.
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" Grynaeus 76.
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to Koloman the Learned (1095-1116).” As Koloman, before becoming king, was an
initiated bishop of the church,™ the occurance of such an act throughout his lifetime puts
up many questions. The number of simbolic trepanations was reducing during the 11"
century in the cemeteries of the common folk,” and only a few cases are dated to the 12
century (such as grave 142 at Zalavar-Kapolna, grave 120 at Téglas-Angolkert, or the
two known cases from the Szabolcs-Pet6fi utca cemetery).’ It seems to be reasonable to
look upon this tendency as a sign of the disappearance of both knowledge and possible
ritual beliefs concerning the act.”” Therefore, the presence of such a custom in the royal
court is surprising, and can be seen as a sign of the transformation of the possible pagan
rite into a simple method which was believed to help healing.

It is also notable that the king who lied in the Székesfehérvar grave is not the
only known Christian monarch, who was trepanated. Henry 1., king of Castille (1214—
1217), was hit by an accidental blow (a roof pile fell to his head) at the age of 13. An
unsucsessful attempt was made to save his life through real cranial trepanation, but the
young ruler did not survive.™

Many aspects of the topic, such as trepanation as a type of modification of body has
not been investigated in details, neither have been talked together with post mortal body
modifications in conquest age cemeteries (which themselves lack detailed theoretical
interpretation yet), for which modifications the foramen occipitale magnum surgeries
can be seen as a link of connection. All these must be the topic of future research.
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Symbolické a skuto¢né trepanacie v Karpatskej kotline
v 10.-12. storo¢i

(Preklad Beata Vida)

Trepandciu pouzivali po¢as naSich dejin v roznych obdobiach a na réznych geo-
grafickych uzemiach, tento zvyk nebol cudzi ani v prehistorickej dobe, ¢i v obdobi
stahovania narodov v Karpatskej kotline a v stredovekej Eurépe. Od 10. storo¢ia, i ked’
predtym v kruhu Avarov pozname malo doloZenych pripadov, sa stéle Castejsie stretivame
s pouzivanim tejto metody v Karpatskej kotline: v 10.—12. storo¢i podl'a najnovsich prac
Tamasa Grynaeusa a Pétera Tomka pozname aspoii 48 pripadov ozajstnej trepanécie,
ktoré sa daja s istotou datovat’ do tejto doby, symbolickych eSte viac, aspoii 160. V studii
sa zameriame hlavne na predstavenie doterajSieho vyskumu.



Uz v prvom hrobe, ktory sa datuje do obdobia prichodu starych Mad’arov na Gizemie
Karpatskej kotliny, ndjdenom v roku 1843 v Benepuszte, sa stretneme so symbolickou
trepanaciou, ale tito metddu v danej dobe eSte nespoznali. Po najdeni nalezu vo Verébe
v roku 1853 Endre Kovacs identifikoval rytiny na lebke: striebornii dosti¢ku nad okrih-
lym otvorom povaZoval za stopu trepanacnej operacie, po ktorej pacient Zil eSte dlhé
mesiace. Po skorSich nespravnych interpretaciach (ziskanie talizmanu post mortem,
atd’.) uz bolo jednoznaéné, Ze jav ma charakter lekarskeho zakroku.

Na zaklade nazorov Hippokrata lekari krestanskej Eurépy trepanaciu lebky pova-
Zovali za zakrok, ktory vedie uréite k okamzitej smrti, napriek tomu zo skimaného ob-
dobia pozname viac nalezov, podra ktorych vieme, Ze v poetnych pripadoch pacienti
prezili tento nebezpeény zakrok. Nalez v Csorne je mozno najzaujimavejSim prikladom
uspesnej trepanacie potom, ako lebku postihlo sedem ran mecom.

Operacie sa va¢sinou uskuto¢nili vytesdvanim a vy3kriabanim. Jediny nélez, ktory
sa viaze k pomdckam k vykonaniu zékroku, je Specidlny néZ: pochadza zo Zenského
jazdeckého hrobu v Tiszaeszlar-bashalmi. Tibor Anda nakreslil rekonstrukciu vrtika
z hrobu kovaéa v Bande a nélez interpretoval ako trepanacni pomocku z doby Avarov,
ale veda tento nazor neprijala, datovanie do 10. storo¢ia je zase z archeologickych dovo-
dov nemozné.

V pripade symbolicke]j trepandcie sa cranium neotvori, len do kosti ryja formu,
vicsinou kruh. Pozname nejeden priklad viacnasobnej symbolickej trepanacie, obcas
aj spolu s ozajstnym zasahom. Ozajstné trepanacie st charakteristické v pripade ¢lenov
strednej vrstvy starych Mad'arov, kym so symbolickymi zakrokmi sa stretdvame hlavne
u nizSich vrstviev (v hroboch horizontu Bielo Brdo). Paralelné zvyky pozndme aj v okru-
hu podunajskych Bulharov. V roku 1848 otvorili hrob, ktory je podra tradicie miestom
posledného odpoéinku krala Belu Ill. Endre Kovics stotoziiuje pozostatky s ¢lenmi
panovnickeho rodu, na lebke nasiel znaky symbolickej trepanacie. Pouzivanie tohto zvyku
v pripade &lenov krestanského panovnickeho rodu prindSa mnoho nezodpovedanych
otazok.

O nabozenskom a kultGrnom vyzname trepandcie uz vzniklo viac teérii, moZno
najvyznamnejsiu hypotézu publikoval Istvan Dienes: na ziklade historickych tdajov
a etnografickych poznatkov predpokladal vyskyt viery dvojitej due (? pozn. prekl.)
v kruhu starych Mad'arov. Oproti tomu Lajos Bartucz na zéklade paleopatologického
vyskumu tvrdil, Ze trepanaciu vykonali pri traumatickych poraneniach, podla Dienesa
zakrok pomahal navratu slobodnej duse. Péter Tomka si mysli, Ze tieto otvory poméhali
prave pri vyhnani zlého ducha, ktory sposoboval choroby.

Velky poéet spominanych zikrokov v 10. storoéi sa viaze k starym Mad’arom Zij (-
cim v Karpatskej kotline, ale etnicko-3pecificky charakter symbolickej trepanécie sa ne-
moze povazovat za evidentny. TieZ nie je dostatocne vysvetleny vztah trepanovanych
lebiek na ¢eskom tzemi s nalezmi na izemi Mad’arska.




Health and Illness in the Angevin dynasty
of the Hungarian Kingdom

Bartha Annamdria

Official documents and pictorial representations give us a fairly clear picture of
the illnesses and injuries of Charles 1. (1301-1342). It is suspected by Laszlé Jozsa
that Charles might have had' goitre, basing his claim on the pictorial evidence of the
coins issued by him, since goitre is hard to identify on cadavers and is rather detectable
on works of art.> However, I think that the small size of these coins and their lack of
elaboration make them unsuitable to serve as a basis of such conclusions. Nonetheless,
this does not mean that no such possibility exists, since Charles comes from a territory
where iodine deficiency is common, and the size of the goitre cannot be reduced by
sufficient iodine intake later.

Although I found no record of injuries® in the charters the king would have suffered
during his struggle to ascend to the Hungarian throne, several attempts were made to
assassinate him. The first attempt was organized by Péter, son of Petenye but we do
not know the exact date. The charter that reports on both of the attempts by Péter only
states that this one happened before 1317. On the first occasion, King Charles was lying
sick? near Patak,® when Péter, son of Petenye tried to murder him. Sadly, neither do we
know what illness the king was afflicted by, nor how Péter tried to kill him and if he was
injured or not.

On the second occasion, Péter hired assassins, who wanted to take the king out at
Temesvar.® As it is reported by a charter of later origin, the would-be murderers tried to
utilize archery,” but there are no accounts of injuries to the king.

However, the third attempt on the life of King Charles — conducted by Felician Zah
— did injure the king, although we are unsure about the severity of this wound, because
the Illuminated Chronicle describes it as a minor wound on his right hand, ® while a letter
of sentence dating to 15" March 1330 reports about a major injury. The king “didst
appear in his own physical presence in our circle, concurrently showing his injured
right arm with that tremendous wound (...) furthermore he didst show us the garments of
his own as well as of her royal highness and the clothes of those two youngsters whom
I hat just mentioned above. All the dresses were soaked wet by the sacred blood spilled,
inasmuch it resembled an immense overflow of water. He even didst show us apart from
these the cut four fingers of her royal highness and the locks of their beloved sons, which
were parted from their bodies by Felicidn's sword."”

! Jozsa 2010. 140. p.

? Jozsa 2006. 139. p., 2009. 949. p.

3 Although the king and his immediate retinue was also attacked in the Battle of Rozgony on 15*
June 1312, and Gy®rke from the kindred of Csék royal flag bearer died in the encounter, there is no
account of the king being hurt. Kristo 1978, 84. p.
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Nonetheless, since the sword struck his right arm, it means that he could raise it in
self-defence. This description doesn’t tell us how the king held his hand, since that can
vary in relation to the direction from which Felician attacked. The initial at the relevant
part of the Illuminated Chronicle shows that he swung his sword toward the head of
the royal couple.' It was Tiinde Wehli, who highlighted that the initial depicting the
attempt shows the queen protecting the king, and that Felicidan’s sword could strike the
queen’s hand because it was aiming for the king’s shoulder on which it lay. However, the
Chronicle’s positive bias towards Elisabeth questions the reliability of this depiction."
Even so, it is likely that the queens wound was bleeding more, and that was what stained
the clothes.'?

Apart from these examples, I found two cases when the king’s life was in grave
danger. In a charter, dating to 27" March 1329, Charles donates property partly because
once when he was crossing the frozen Bodrog with his retinue, the ice shattered under
the weight of the traversers, and the king was saved by Laszlé Szécsi from the kindred
of Balog, who without regards for his life went on to rescue his liege."® He himself
remained stuck on the drifting ice, but was successfully rescued in the end."* We do not
know when this happened exactly, but it is clear from the charter that the king came to
no harm, except his fright.

In 1330 during the campaign against Basarab in Wallachia, the king suffered an
annihilating defeat, and his own life was only saved by the self-sacrifice of Dezs6, son
of Dénes and the unwavering loyalty of his men.'* Three illustrations of the Chronicle
are devoted to this campaign;'® two of these show the inglorious retreat of the king,"”
while his soldiers encircle him to offer protection with their shields. Sadly, we have
no information if the king sustained injuries or not, though Louis the Great writes in
a charter issued by him on 30" June 1347 that “from there he returned free, healthy, and
without injuries."*

The Illuminated Chronicle is rather short-spoken about the health of the king, but
we can derive interesting conclusions from a short sentence, which goes: “The pain in
his arms and legs made him suffer greatly ™"

It is highly probable that the health of Charles deteriorated permanently, which
can not only be seen in the sentence taken from the Chronicle, but is also evident when
examining data from diverse charters. At one point, the iliness of the king is called gout.
In most cases we cannot know what illnesses were torturing the king, but it is sure that
they had to be serious ailments, since Charles was forced to put his diplomatic and
militaristic obligations aside. Earlier, he led his military campaigns personally, and took

10 KK 141. p.

' Wehli 123. p.

12 dextramque manum suam diro vulnere” Feser VIIL 3. 177, okl. 422. p.
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15 KK 143, 144, 146. p
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frequently part in jousting tournaments, which were spreading in Hungary in the 14"
century.”

The first account of this comes from 1332. Charles wanted to travel to Venice with
his son, but when he arrived at Fehérvar, he was attacked by arthritic pain, and because
of his illness and the menace of the coming storm, he returned to Visegrad.*' Although
the text refers to gout, it is not self-evident that we should interpret it as we would
nowadays. The journey and the coming storm combined could as well mean that the king
was suffering from rheumatic pain, caused by the deterioration of the joints, but in either
case, it had to be really severe if the king postponed his journey to Venice.

Antonio Bonfini also characterises Charles’ illness as gout: “they say that not much
later his hands and his legs were also attacked by gout, but he suffered each misfortune
without losing his balance. ">

The next account probably cannot be connected to this condition. In 1333, Charles
and his son, Andrew, managed to travel to Naples, but this wasn’t a fortunate endeavour
for the king either. On 9 September Pope John XXII. wrote a letter to Robert of Naples
and Charles I. of Hungary, in which he accounts that it came to his notice, that Charles
was sick with fever, but with the help of natural draining his state was getting better, and
there was a hope of recovery.”

We know that Jakab Longobard, a physician and bishop of Csanad, was also part of
the kings retinue, and it is mentioned in the Chronicle that “the king returned wholesome
in March, and all of those who followed him returned in good health too."** Giovanni
Villani also gives an account of the king’s visit in Naples, but he doesn’t mention any
illnesses.”

Jozsa has suspected salmonella or gastric ulcer and acidic over secretion.
However, there is no mentioning of any kind of stomach ache in the papal charters, the
texts talk about fever and natural draining,?” so gastric ulcer is improbable, since it does
not cause fever. We cannot be completely sure what natural draining means; it could be
perspiration, but even diarrhoea or vomiting. However, these symptoms can mean a great
variety of maladies, from sunstroke to salmonella. But in any case, it had to be a long
and serious condition if they felt that they have to notify the pope about it. Moreover,
the possibility of poisoning is also to be considered, but the standards of hygiene in the
kitchens of the period could also be responsible, even though the use of poison was really
“fashionable” at that time in Italy.?® From the wide spectrum of toxins Jozsa highlights

20 BErTENYI 2000. 146. On 8" June 1319 Charles donated an estate because Istvan from the kindred of
Hontpazmany, a royal courtier. managed to hurt him while sparring and knocked 3 of his teeth out.
(Anjou okl. V/481.)

21 idem dominus rex una cum filio suo pervenit usque ad Albam Regalem, et ibi infirmitate podagrae
occupatus, de consilio suorum baronum, tam occasione dicte sue infirmitatis, quam etiam occasione
hiemis imminentis, rediit Visegradum.” WENzeL 1. 312. 301. p.

2 Bonfini I. 9. 442. p.

23 Anjou okl. XVII/422, 423.

2% Thuréczy 124. caput 169, .rex rediit cum sospite in mense Marcii et cum sanitate omnium suorum,
qui ipsum fuerant comitati” Chronica Hungarorum 124, caput 152. p.

 Villaniak 10/225. caput 111. p.

2 Jozsa 2010. 140-141. p.

2T Carolus (...) febrili fuerit infirmitate gravus, sed per dei gratiam propter evacuationes naturales
febris diminuta™ (THEINER 1. DCCCLXXIX), ,te (...) fibrili fuisse gravatum, sed (...) audivimus,
quod propter evacuationes naturales aliquas fibris diminuta.” (THEWNER 1. DCCCLXXX)

28 Jozsa 2010.35.p
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the toxin produced by the oysters,” which could have been consumed by King Charles
during his time at the seaside, but if he got sick from those, it happened only by mere
chance. At any rate, I think in this case some kind of food poisoning was responsible for
the king's condition.

On 11™ June 1338, Galhardus de Carceribus provost in his letter to Benedict XII.,
reported that the King of Hungary is in a bad medical condition, and that the King of
Poland had visited him, which is also confirmed by the fact that he showed Galhardus
the charter of the pope detailing the peace treaty between the King of Poland and the
bishop of Krakow.*” The illness of Charles I is also reported on by Charles IV in his
autobiography: “I have visited the King of Hungary, who got seriously ill. "' According
to Balazs Nagy, this happened sometime between February-March 1339, though it is
possible that both authors report on the same event, or even that the king’s illness lasted
for so long.

Therefore, the king’s worsened condition became persistent. It is reported on 121
June 1340 that because of the king’s bodily weakness and the attacks by the Tartars
against Hungary,** the king will not attack Dalmatia that year ** as it was planned. Ferenc
Piti, who deals with the topic in greater detail, also believes that the king’s condition
played a great role in the cancellation of the campaign, besides the Tartar attacks.?

Several charters point toward the death of Charles 1. On 17" May 1342, the king
himself issued a charter in which he claimed that he had become sick at Damésd — one
of his beloved hunting ranges — and pledged to give back the possessions of the Saint
Michael’s Church of Veszprém which had been taken from them. Most probably, the king
got better, since he was true to his pledge and issued a charter in which he states (mult
id6) that he gave back what he took away on the advice of certain advisors in the past.
The charter also includes that Charles took his sickness as a righteous punishment from
God,” which most probably reflects a deep piousness and the general understanding of
sickness in the Middle Ages.

This worldview can also be tracked down on other occasions. We know a charter
from 8" December 1321 in which Pope John XXII., at the request of King Charles,
grants 20 days of absolution to those who are repentant and beg for the salvation of the
King and the Queen, and who pray that the Queen bears a child.?

As opposed to information from the Illuminated Chronicle,’ the first child of the
royal couple could only be born in 1323.%® Their joy was fragile, because there is an
account from 8" May 1323 which reports that Charles had pledged to return the estates
of his loyal noblemen, no matter who claims them at the present, if his firstborn child
recovers from his illness.” But the prince did not live to see his first birthday. When
Charles, son of Charles died, the king, to secure the salvation of the souls of his son and

2 Jozsa 2010. 33. p.

O Anjou okl. XX11/286.

31 _Et processi ad regem Hungarie, qui graviter infirmabatur” IV. Kéroly 176-177. p.
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his ancestors, pledged to return the rights to the churches of the country which were
taken from them. So, he ordered the ispan of Pozsony to get a hold of the church estates
in Pozsony and return them.*

As it is shown in the examples above, Charles thought that the help of God will
secure the birth of his successor, and he even made the pope grant absolution for those
who would pray for it. He understood the death of his son as a punishment for his sins,
and he wanted to get absolution for himself and his son by pledging atonement.

We cannot know if the king’s condition worsened or because of the rumours about
his former disease reached him, but Péter, son of Gervasius, the canon of Viviers, papal
envoy and collector of the tithe, being afraid of the coming political chaos, decided to
leave the country, taking away the different earnings he had at the moment with him, as
he reports on it in a letter written on 19" May 1342.*! Nevertheless, from the examples
mentioned (1333, 1338) it can be derived that the papal court was well informed in such
matters.

Nonetheless, the king lived for two more months, and died on 16™ July 1342.
The chronicler goes into great details about the funeral ceremony, but does not mention
the cause of death. According to the account of Bonfini: “Charles, after ruling for 42
years, was afflicted by hot fever and on the 17" of August at Visegrdd, his life came
to an end.”* But since he was wrong about the period on several occasions (e. g.: he
claims the marriage of Charles and Elizabeth happened in 1326, moreover he thinks that
when the prince died, of which he also provides an inaccurate date, Charles Martel was
still alive) his account has to be treated with doubt. According to Laszlo J6zsa, the gout
mentioned earlier became the cause of the king’s death, because during the course of
the years it leads to renal deficiency, physical deterioration and then finally death.* This
could be possible, but in the absence of other supporting evidence, I will not decide on
this matter.

We are in a much more fortunate situation when dealing with Louis 1. the Great
(1342-1382), because both inland and foreign narrative sources provide us with a much
more detailed picture. According to the description of gesta of Janos Kiikiillei Louis the
Great “was a man of proper tallness and magnific-eyed, his hair and barb was curly,
smiling-eyed, thick-lipped, with a little bit humped shoulders. "™

The Iluminated Chronicle made mention of his birth: “In the one thousand three
hundred and twenty-sixth year of Our Lord, three days before the nonae of March (5"
March) a son was born to the same king, and in his happiness he named him Louis
after the name of his relative,*® the holy confessor. """ Also one of the miniatures of the

40" Anjou okl. VI1/258.

41 Anjou okl. XXV1/240.

42 Thuroczy 128. caput 172. p.

‘3 Bonfini I1. 9. tized 449. p.

4 Jozsa 2010. 142. p. His reasoning is flawed because the pains in the arms and the legs of the king
are only mentioned once in the chronicle composition, in 1330.

% Kikiillei 55. caput 40. p., ,Fuit autem homo competentis proceritatis, occulis elatis, crinibus et
barba crispis, sereno vultu, labiosus et aliquantulum in humeris curvus.” Chronica Hungarorum [.
185. caput 188. p.

4 The mentioned relative is Louis of Toulouse, the maternal uncle of I. Charles, who was canonized
in 1317.
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Chronicle depict the birth of Louis* in the background of the picture there is a rocky
mountain with a castle, in the foreground Queen Elisabeth is lying in bed, with a crown on
her head, and one of the three women standing on her right is just giving for the queen her
coronated son.* The chaste, fully dressed queen is surrounded by only women, according
to the custom of the era. We dont know, who are these women, Maria Vida suggests that
maybe the woman with the children could be a midwife.*® Although in the Angevin period
in the royal court there were many doctors, the birth was led by women, who got the
knowledge by practice. However ,,professional” midviwes appeared in Hungary just in
the 16" century.®' Queen Elizabeth most possibly was helped by the elderly women of her
court.

Louis I. was a real knight king, his idol was King Saint Ladislaus. Because of his
foolhardiness the ruler got injured several times. On 14" June 1350 during the siege of
the fortress of Canossa Louis, while he was climbing on a ladder got hit by rocks and fall
into the moat, and his body suffered a serious injury,*? a reason which caused the barons
and knights being strongly reproached, sticking Louis himself, that such moods do not
fit for a king,*

The king probably was wearing armour. The armature of this era is known mainly
by works of art. The pot helm of the Angevin kings is observable on reliefs,* on
depictions of the Illuminated Chronicle,* the golden cloak clasps kept in the Hungarian
Chapel in Aachen,* or on the Saint Simeon‘s Casket in Zara.”” As it is shown on the
miniatures of the Illuminated Chronicle French-style knight armor was common in the
era in Hungary: the shoulders were defended by iron discs upon mail armour, and on the
legs and the knees also metal plates were worn above chainmail. Armour gloves were
also commonly used by knights. These can also be observed on the tombstone of Palatine
Miklés Garai.*®

We do not know where he was hit by rocks, and from what height he fell into the
moat. The king suffered injuries on his body, which could have cause many possible
disorders. Though the text tells about serious injouries, they may not have been too
serious, because the campaign continued to Naples.”” They travelled the distance fair
quickly, so probably it was not necessary to stop because of the injury of the king.

Louis the Great did not learn from his mistake; on 26™ July 1350 during the siege
of the fortress of Aversa he hurt himself again. This case is mentioned both by inland and
foreign sources.

Matteo Villani wrote that: “The king personally took part in the assault (...) They
could not accupy any part of the walls, but many people were killed, and further more
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get wounded among them, and even the king himself get wounded and they (...) drawn
back. “*

Janos Kiikiillei reported on the event quite succinctly. He tells that when the king
with his army began to fight for the city of Aversa, he entered personally into the battle
and his leg was critically wounded by an arrow from a crossbow.®’ Only the divine
assistance and the care of doctors saved his life.®> And he noted that during the time he
spent in the castle the health of the king has been restored.”

The anonymous author describes the story more precisely: (...) ,When the king
besieged the city of Aversa, did it happen, that on the feast of Saint Anne (26™ July 1350)
he approached the walls of the city (...) On the wall stood a laical person, who got to
know the person of the king, shot an arrow on him suddenly and severely injured his left
leg. The king went to his bivvy whilst the iron of the arrow was in his leg, and he spent
the whole night awake. On the following day comes Istvan Lackfi with Ulrik, and they
pulled off the iron with 12 tugs. It would be long to narrate, how big was the pain and
how the king was wailing® and when the iron was moved the hardest to pull out, the king
wailing pleased to Istvan Lackfi : ,,Spare me,“ — he said, because every tug dilacerated
his body.® (...) After they pulled the iron, the mentioned Istvan commanded that the king
get on horseback, and whilst leading it around the city he instructed the soldiers to loudly
say: ,,Behold, the King of Hungary, Jerusalem and Sicily!* Hearing this, the Hungarians
caroled out, but the enemy wailed."*

The two Hungarian sources contradict each other, Janos Kiikiillei describes that
the doctors helped the king, and the anonymous author writes that Lackfi took out the
arrow. The second description is more detailed, and perhaps the descriptor could be
present personally. It is more likely that neither a doctor nor a surgeon did take part
in the campaign. Surgery generally was rudimentary in the era, both in Europe and in
Hungary.?’

The crossbow arrow can effort 200 kJ of energy, and a 2 mm thick plate can hold
againsts 100 kJ energy.®® Such a shot could break through the plate or mail armour, and
could imprint the fragments to the wound. Such injuries could destroy blood vessels, or
even break bones, the victim coud bleed out, and also there was a high risk of infection.
The description tells us only that the left leg was injured, unfortunately we do not know
exactly where he was shot.

The arrowhead was designed in a way that trying to pull it out made it gets caught,
tearing the surrounding tissue and blood vessels, increasing the pain and blood loss.
Furthermore, in some cases arrowheads get deliberately contaminated, and these way
even minor wounds could cause blood poisoning (sepsis). The source tells that the arrow
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was not removed immediately, for a full overnight it was in the king‘s leg. It could have
led to blood poisoning.

The bravery of the ruler did not become lesser. On 21% of March 1352 at the castle
of Beltz “on Saturday before Palm Sunday — not dealing with the war machines of this
castle, and not being afraid of its walls — they assaulted the castle, crossed the water in
the moat, wich was reaching their throat, wearing knightly armour, and when they were
reaching the walls, saw: crossbowmen attacked them from upwards mercilessly, and
huge wooden trunks and stones were thrown in such numbers, that even king Louis got
a blow, intended to be deadly, on the head by a hammer called ,, swlyok", and made him
fall to the ground. Miklos Perényi took up him from the ground, and carried through the
water on his back."®

Louis the Great probably wore a helmet during the assault, so he could avoid a more
serious skull trauma by the wooden ,swlyok”. The plate armour in this case could be
self-dangerous as there was a chance that the wounded ruler would fall into the water,
and probably would not be able to climb out alone.

The boldness of the king could cause dangerous situations not just during campaigns:
“In the year 1353 of Owr Lord, when the mentioned king Louis was hunting in Zolyom
(Zvolen) on the day after the feast of Saint Virgin Catherine, among the snowy mountains
along his route a heavily wounded bear came ahead him unexpectedly, the king, thinking
in his mind that he will kill this bear such as he used to make fell on the ground and
kill other such bears, attacked it with his lance, but fortune turned against him, and as
the superbity due to his fame also hampered him, the bear made him fell, and wounded
both of his legs with 23 wounds, and if Janos Besenyd by the will of God would not have
arrived, this wild and angered bear would have killed king Louis. "

We can not know exactly what kind of woundings the king suffered, both bites and
claws made by the bear could result in huge losses of blood.

The first data about illnesses of Louis the Great can be found in the charter of pope
Clement V1. dated to the 31 of January 1347. The pope tells, that by his opinion the king
will not go to Sicily, as he is said to be sick, suffering of four days long ,,shake of cold*.™
[t can not be known that exactly what kind of illness was meant by this expression.

The black death took victims among members of the royal family. Queen Margaret™
was infected by pest™ and died on the 7* of September 1349.™

% Névtelen 60. caput 17. p. ,,sabbato ante Rhamis palmarum, non curantes ingenia, neque munimenta
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terram deiecerunt. Quem Nicolaus de Pereny a terra elevauit, et super dorsum suum ultra aquam
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Among the sources remembering her death Kiikiillei mentions only one fact:
“Margaret, daughter of the most excellent lord Charles, then count of Moravia, who lately
emerged to the imperial throne, died childless.” A charter dated to the 7" of November
1349 tells that “in Hungary many people died by the deadly epidemia, also the queen of
Hungary has gone to the Lord not lately. " Possibly Louis the Great was also infected,
but survived, which is known by the data contained by diplomatic letters changed with
Venice.

On 4™ of April 1349 the Venetians informed king Louis that although they wanted
to send their ambassadors to discuss peace terms, but heard that pest was massacring in
Hungary, and the ambassadors of Venice — who had survived the plague the year before
at home — were afraid to go there.” Louis the Great answered on 7" of June 1349 that the
Venetians can (could) send their ambassadors, as although the plague is (was) devastating
on many other parts of the world, in Hungary it was ended.” On 25" of June the doge
asks the king to choose the time and place for the beginning of peace conversations.” Yet
on 11" of July king Louis asked for the postponation of the ambassadors® journey, as he
had went to Transylvania.®

It is unknown if the plague returned again, probably in greater size, or has never
stopped, just Louis was poorly informed, but anyway, the Venetians wrote to their
diplomats on the 10" of October that they had certain information that there were a plague
in Hungary. The ambassadors got a free hand about the decision to visit the king or not.”!
As [ have mentioned above, on the 7" of November the Venetians tell about the death
of queen Margaret. Two days later orders were written for the ambassadors to continue
their journey and meet the king if his health conditions get got better. On the other hand,
if the king was ill, or have already died, they were ordered to get information about the
conditions of the country and especially about that who will govern the realm instead
of the childless king.** But Louis the Great survived the black death, and although the
plague later renewed several times in Hungary, it did not concerned members of the
Angevin dynasty.

Antal Pér suggested first that the death of Louis was caused by leprosy. He based
this opinion on the words of Petrus de la Gazata (abbot of the monastery of Saint Prosper
at Reggio) in the Chronicon Regiense which state that Louis the Great had suffered in
leprosy for a long time: “Hungarian king Louis died on the 11" of September 1382. after

75 Kikillei 52. caput 38. p. Primam videlicet preclaram Margaretham filiam excellentissimi domini
Karoli tunc marchionis Morauie, qui postmodum ad imperium fuit sublimatus, et ista sine prole
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a long time leprosy by lack of force™.® Above this source by his opinion also both the
portrait of Louis the Great is visible on the front page of the Illuminated Chronicle® and
the infirm politics of the ruler at the end of his life.? are evidences of it.

The gesta of Kiikiillei also seems to support this thesis: “although he was really
fond of hunting, practised by custom and by pleasure since his childhood, finally,
turning back to the deeds concerning the things of this world -which are difficult to
Sfulfill without comitting sins — wanting to opress and control the wishes of the body
and to follow the godly commandements (...) leaving the mass of the people, to be able
to deal more frequently with pious acts, and to have time for prayers, he chose the life
of contemplation. ™ The contemplating life, and the turning to inside and to deeper
religious practice can be a sign of the illness of Louis the Great, but these do not mean
evidently leprosy, neither even deadly sickness. Kiikiillei does not mention leprosy in
connection with the death of the king: “answering a godly call he left the world of the
living on the 11" of September, and a bit previously a wonderful cornet appeared. (...) he
was buried at the city of Székesfehérvar in the 1382. year of the Lord, on the 11" day of
this month ( ...) he ruled for fourty years, one month and twenty-two days. "™’

Antal Por‘s point of view get accepted by a part of the historians.* Others formulated
their opinion in a more cautious way, stating that Louis probably suffered by some kind
of skin illness similar to leprosy.* Moreover, counter-opinions were also formed. Elek
Farkaslaki-Hints pointed out that the medieval diagnosis of leprosy was many times so
uncertain that in the 15" century even the opinion of universities was asked in disputed
cases.” Méria Vida did not want to decide the question, but noted that the lack of sources
about the leprosy of Louis can be the result that the king's illness was tried to keep as
a secret, because (as it is stated in the city law of Buda)®' either king, emperor or any other
coronated ruler of this world have to be seen as detronized, if they get infected by leprosy.
On the other hand, in medieval times the diagnosis of leprosy could mean other type of
illnesses of the skin (e. g. scabies or psoriasis), as they were often misdiagnostizied® but
she also accepts the portrait of Louis in the Illuminated Chronicle as evidence of leprosy;
the throning ruler seems to be ill. “In spite of the partly missing painting his eyes are
sad, and his witness is broken, and the deep marks on his forehead are the symptoms of
leprosy named lion face (facias leonina). The measures of the body of the once gallant
knight king are not sufficient for the legendary hero of campaigns and huntings. (...) His
hands are fully covered by the long white gloves of the people who suffer in leprosy —no
such gloves are worn by any other of the numerous kings painted on the illuminations of

8 (1382.) die I1. Septembris moritur post longam leprae infirmitatem rex Ludovicus Hungarie” POrR
1902. 212. p.
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if they become tyrants. And if they become leprous.” (Budai Jogktnyv II. 1/4. artikulus 305 p.)

9 Vipa 43. p.




the chronicle. “* However, the birth of his daughter, Katalin in 1370 contradict the thesis
of Pér. In general, Vida thinks the question to be undecidable.*

By the opinion of Laszlé J6zsa leprosy was certainly not an illness in the medieval
times in which masses of people suffered, and a lot of people must have been closed to
the leprosoriums with false diagnosises,” as the archaological evidence for leprosy is not
numerous enough in relation to the great numbers of leprosoriums and to the frequent
mentioning of the illness in the written sources.* J6zsa also argues the interpretation of
Miria Vida about the miniature in the Illuminated Chronicle, as the lion face is part of
a late stadium of the illness, after the spontaneous amputation of fingers.*’

I do not think realistic either the leprosy thesis. It is a fact, that in the 1370°s both
he numbers of the wars and the personal presence of the king in them became rarer.
After the year 1368. he led his armies personally only in two wars: in 1375 against
Wallachia, and in the 1377 campaign of revenge against Lithuania.”® This really can be
seen as a sign of an ill-fated old age, as previously he usually only left the command of
an army to any of his barons if his personal presence was needed on another frontier of
war. In 1376 he asked a talented doctor from the king of France. Charles V. sent Jénos
Radlicza from the college of Montpellier, who must have served Louis well, as the king
made him a bishop.*® But all of these are just evidences for some kind of illnesses, and
not leprosy, as in the next year, 1377 he led the above mentioned war personally in
Lithuania, and achieved serious military successes,'™ so his sickness was either not too
serious, or Radlicza was competent enough to heal him quickly. Neither can be paralelled
to real leprosy, which is a long-term illness, and no way of healing was known in the
14% century.

Also it is notable that in 1370 Louis became the king of Poland as well, and it is
difficult to believe that the Polish nobility should accept a so seriously ill person as their
ruler, especially one suffering from such a horrible illness. Additionally, all of his three
daughters, Katalin, Maria and Hedvig were born in the 1370°s (when the royal couple
even could not hope that they will ever have any children). Moreover, the part of the text
in Kiikiillei‘s gesta about the king retirement from the world of huntings and knightly
lifestyle has paralels in the text of Aegidius Romanus, and partly can be seen as a motif
of style.'” Therefore the question, that what caused the death of Louis, king of Hungary
and Poland on the 11%, of September in 1382, remains unanswered.

Sources:
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tempore regum Andegavensium illustrantia IV. 1315-1317. Budapest — Szeged
1996.
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